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- THIS IS THE 2017 FORD SUPER DUTY" 


SUPER POWERS 
WITHOUT THE — 
STUPID CAPE © 


OWN WORK 


Class-leading capabilities in everything that matters: 
Most maximum towing: 32,500 Ibs.* 

Most payload capacity: 7,630 Ibs.** 

Most torque: 925 Ib.-ft.* 


THIS IS THE NEXT LEVEL 
FORD.COM /// _ 


> 


*Max towing and torque when properly configured with 6.7L Power Stroke® Diesel..GlassyisiFull@Size Pickups over 8,500 lbs: GVWR based on Ford segmentation. 
**Max payload when properly configured with 6.2L gasoline engine. Class Is Full-Size Pickups over 8,500 Ibs. GVWR based on Ford segmentation. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ISSUE 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 2017 
Saturdays are won one big play at a time. 


79 YARDS LATER 
Penn State RB Saquon Barkley broke loose last 
season—most memorably in the Rose Bowl. What 
can he do for an encore’? BY HALLIE GROSSMAN 


REINVENTING A HEISMAN WINNER 
Louisville’s Lamar Jackson was the youngest ever 
to take home the trophy, but he’s made wholesale 
changes to be even better. BY ANDREA ADELSON 


WHAT, ME WORRY? 
The heat is on QB Sam Darnold, and that should 
absolutely terrify USC opponents. BY MOLLY KNIGHT 


JANUARY IN SEPTEMBER! 
Three ESPN voices say D will lead to a W in the 
FSU-Bama Week 1 epic. BY ANTHONY OLIVIERI 


ESPN 2017 POWER PLAYBOOK 
Our experts (17 of ’em!) pick the Top 25, and our 
expert (Brock Huard!) picks apart top plays. 


IT AIN’T CHEATIN’ 
Open your rulebook to the gray area and you'll see 
football's controversial “pick play.” BY RYAN McGEE 


THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE MOODY 
We crossed the Football Power Index with our 
brand-new Fan Happiness Index to find out which 
rabid fan bases really are nuts. BY SETH WALDER 


“IT’S NOT A REDEMPTION TOUR” The Falcons 
insist their historic Super Bowl collapse is not 
what drives them. BY ELIZABETH MERRILL 

STADIUM FOOD DECONSTRUCTED Serve and 
voila! Arthur Ashe Stadium’s salmon crudo is a 
major win at the U.S. Open. BY DAN HAJDUCKY 

MEET THE RED SOX’S BABY-FACED BALLER 
He’s 20 and named Rafael. Aww! BY MARLY RIVERA 

DEVASTATING DISCOVERIES A book excerpt 


dives into Baylor football's sexual assault scandal. 


BY PAULA LAVIGNE AND MARK SCHLABACH 
MATTHEW BERRY’S MANIFESTO It’s the 
most wonderful time of the year. Be fantastic! 
THE PERFECT NFL ROSTER The best 53 that 
$167 million can buy. BY BILL BARNWELL 
THE WALK-IN Brittney Griner on fashion: Look 
as good as you play. BY STACEY PRESSMAN 


THE NUMBERS 
A historic home run 
rate begs a familiar 
question (no, not that 
one}: Is it the ball? 
BY PETER KEATING 
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Last year, during a two-game 
swing at Denver and Seattle, the 
Falcons stayed out West for 10 
days, and they liked the team- 
bonding experience so much that 
this year they've decided to leave 
a day earlier for five nondivisional road games. It 
doesn’t exactly sound like a team that is at each 
other’s throats after their crushing Super Bowl 
defeat. In fact, kicker Matt Bryant says it’s been 
easy to move on because of the makeup of the 
team. “There haven't been any ... turds, for lack of 
a better word, or people to cause distractions,” 
Bryant says. MORE ON PAGE 11 


When | asked Saquon’s high 
school coaches for their favorite 
memory of their former player, 
they shared the same story: the 
day, this past January, when he 
was honored at a Whitehall High 
basketball game. He walked onto the court and 


waved a quick, timid hello without raising his arms. 


He was so nervous, he was sweating through his 


shirt, and he basically sprinted back to the sideline. 


For all of Saquon’s exuberance—the hurdling, the 
ankle-breaking jukes, the 40-yard breakaway 
runs—he’s still just a guy coming around to his 
budding football stardom. MORE ON PAGE 36 


Bright 
Future 


Contributing writer Molly Knight 
on the unassuming Sam Darnold: 


Last October, two days after some guy 
named Sam Darnold won his first 
game as USC’s QB, | was on campus 
as a guest lecturer for a sports media 
class. | thought some students were 
football players because it looked like 
they were wearing team gear. One guy 
introduced himself as Sam, but | was 
convinced it wasn’t that Sam, because 
he didn’t have that swagger. And he 
participated, offering insight on why 
kids choose football over baseball. 
(They don’t want to get stuck in the 
minors.] Only when he walked out did 
| see the tiny 14 on the back of his 
collar. | checked the roster and 
realized who it was. | thought, “Well, 
damn, this kid is going to take over 
the world.” MORE ON PAGE 44 

= 


As | worked on playcalls for our 
season preview, it became 
abundantly clear that a defense’s 
; worst enemy is a QB or RB who 
a can create something out of 

a nothing. After talking to numer- 
ous defensive coordinators, | learned that they are 
downright lost, shaken, broken and demoralized— 
just to name a few—when facing that “something 
out of nothing.” Every time | chatted on the phone 
with the defensive coordinators, they couldn't be 
more excited to end the calls with me and get the 
images (terrors) of Baker Mayfield, Saquon, Sam 
and the rest out of their minds. MORE ON PAGE 56 
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Larry Culpepper | Guest Writer 


You can’t play the game of college 
football and not expect to get a few 
bumps and bruises along the way. I 
mean, these guys aren’t out here playing 
patty-cake. It’s a gladiator sport. And as 
a gladiator myself, let me tell you some- 
thing; if you wanna be victorious on Sat- 
urday in the fall, you’re gonna have to 
suck it up and play through some pain. 
Especially if you’re a vendor. And super 
especially when you've got a rack full of 
ice-cold Dr Pepper and millions of 
screaming fans craving everything 
you've got. 


No doubt you've seen me put in work 
up in the stands, flying through sections 
like a streak of maroon lightning. What 
you might not have noticed (due to my 
freakish speediness) is that I also rock 
a knee brace. Which puts me in an 
esteemed group of athlete-knee-brace 
wearers. And just like all the legendary 
athletes of knee brace folklore, the fact 
of the matter is... I earned this knee 
brace. 


EVERY GAME. 


ALL SEASON LONG. 


first quarter, their voices were already 
hoarse. Throats parched. They were the 
thirstiest group of craving fans I’ve ever 
seen. I barely got to row 5 before I was 


swarmed like a pack of hyenas on a baby 


gazelle. Or for you non-animal aficiona- 
dos... I was swarmed like a QB without 
an O-line. I went to brace myself (ironi- 
cally) and that’s when my ACL, MCL, 
PCL, and LCL decided to take a sponta- 
neous vacation and go their separate 
ways. I ended up finishing the remain- 
ing three quarters and quadruple over- 
time on one knee. 


After the game, I “found” a knee 
brace in the trainer’s room. I put it on, 
walked out of that stadium like a cham- 
pion, and I’ve been vending through 
injury ever since. People say to me all 
the time, “Larry, shouldn’t you get sur- 
gery?” And I tell em all the same thing, 
“Nope. Nobody’s got time for that.” 
These fans are counting on me to show 
up every game. And I'll be darned if I’m 

semmlet them down. 


like that saying I invented, 
<> cain.” It also rhymes. 
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Top Wide Receivers for 2018 Draft 


ESPN Insider Todd McShay teamed up with Scouts Inc. to offer an early look at college football’s hottest draft-eligible pass catchers. 


Calvin Ridley 
ALABAMA, JR. 

GRADE: 91 

= 

Ridley led the SEC in 
receptions [89] in 11 starts 
as a true freshman—at 
Alabama, no less. He started 
all 15 games last year and 
was second in the league in 
receptions despite having a 
freshman QB. Although he 
has average size (6-foot-1, 
188 pounds) and sometimes 
struggles to get off press 
coverage, Ridley has 
outstanding quickness and is 
a nightmare in the open field. 
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Christian Kirk 

TEXAS A&M, JR. 

GRADE: 90 

= 

Kirk hasn’t been running an 
NFL route tree, but he’s a 
solid all-around player who 
has amassed an SEC-best 
163 catches over the past 
two years. He has soft hands 
and flashes the ability to 
make the tough catches with 
defensive backs all over him. 
The 5-11, 200-pound Kirk 
had 576 yards after the catch 
in 2016, ninth most in the 
FBS. He has also returned 
five punts for TDs. 


D.J. Chark 

LSU, SR. 

GRADE: 80 

f=) 

With the departures of Travin 
Dural and Malachi Dupre to 
the NEL, the 6-4, 198-pound 
Chark will get more targets 
as LSU’s top option in 2017 
(26 receptions for 466 yards 
as a junior but no catches 
before 2016). I’d like to see 
him attack the ball with his 
hands more frequently, but 
he can track the deep ball 
(17.9 yards per catch) and 
shows a good second gear 
in the open field. 


Antonio Callaway 
FLORIDA, JR. 

GRADE: 78 

J 

Character issues abound 
(misuse of student aid, a 
dismissed sexual assault 
accusation now being investi- 
gated as a Title IX case, a 
drug paraphernalia charge], 
but the NFL loves his speed 
to threaten vertically and his 
after-the-catch burst. His 
skills (15.7 career ypc} have 
helped him overcome spotty 
QB play, but his size (5-11, 
197} might limit him to slot 
work in the NFL. 


Kirk’s playmaking skills 


_ ~~ have earned him Odell 


Beckham Jr. comps. _ 
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insider 

Free for Mag subscribers 
THE ONLY PLACE FOR EXCLUSIVE 
ANALYSIS AND CONTENT FROM 


OUR EXPERTS. HERE’S HOW TO 
BECOME AN ESPN INSIDER! 


Turn back to the cover and 
find your account number on 
the mailing label of your 
ESPN The Magazine. It starts 
with ESN and is 10 digits long. 


Fire up the internet and g 
ESPN.com/in4free. Enter your 
account number and click 
“Activate your Insider account.” 


in the required fields to 
create an Insider member name 
and password. Click “Finish.” 
Congrats! You're already smarter 
than the average fan. 
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GET THE SHAVE 
YOU LOVE 

FOR OUR LOWEST 
PRICES IN YEARS.” 


GilleHe 
THE BEST A MAN CAN GET™ 


©2017 P&G 


* For real. It’s been a good long while. A lot’s changed. There’s a chance you hadn’t even started shaving last time our prices were 
this low. Or maybe you were grooming one of those peach-fuzz mustaches we all had in middle school. (Hey, and if you're still 
at that stage in your life, hang in there. It'll grow in before you know it.) Then somewhere along the way you took a good long 
look at our price tag. Suddenly it seemed foo high. Sure, you wanted long-lasting blades for a close, comfortable shave (who 
wouldn't?) but not at the expense of the other stuff you want. Like, getting better tickets to the game or putting money toward 


that double-neck guitar you've had your eye on (or even adding a few bucks to your savings account, which would make Mom 
proud). We can’t argue with that. So, now you can get today’s Gillette blades — with absolutely no dip in quality — for yesterday's 
prices. No coupon required: these are our everyday prices. We'd prefer to tell you exactly how much but, like most things you 
buy, the low price “applies to select products” and “varies by location and market.” What that mumbo-jumbo really equates to: 
you'll save a significant amount of money (i.e., dollars) on most Gillette blade packs on shelves and websites across the United 
States. Change can be a good thing. (Remember that fuzz ‘stache?) But one thing that won't change is the Gillette shave you 
love. Now, you'll just pay less for it. To learn more, check out gillette.com/lowerprices 
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... Gonzo Why are hitters crushin 
insane rate? The answer will shock you to 


homers at 


your core! (Well, maybe not, but it’s still really fascinating.) 


pic blasts are leaving ballparks nearly every night in this summer of the 
long ball, and everybody has favorites—a Cody Bellinger moon shot here, 
a Joey Gallo walk-off there. I thought no home run accomplishment in 
2017 could surpass a guy named Scooter clubbing four in one game until Matt Olson, Frank- 
lin Barreto and Jaycob Brugman of Oakland each mashed his first major league tater on the 
same day. That hadn’t happened since three members of the Kansas City Packers—that’s 
right, of the Federal League—thumped round-trippers 103 years ago. 

The overall numbers are staggering: MLB batters this season are hitting a whopping 1.26 
long balls per team per game (through Aug. 10), by far the most in history—a higher rate than 
in the days of Barry Bonds or Babe Ruth or any expansion season. Home runs now account 
for 14.5 percent of all hits, which is the highest proportion ever and up from 10.1 percent in 
the previous three years. All of which raises the question: What the heck is going on out there? 

I know for some of you, steroids will leap to mind. But while the cat-and-mouse game of 
doping and enforcement will probably never end, chemicals are almost certainly not power- 
ing this surge. Common sense says it would be nearly impossible for any new substance to be 
strong enough and spread fast enough to cause such a massive, sudden jump in home runs 
while remaining untraceable. More important, power has increased across MLB rosters— 
there’s no handful of high-octane supersluggers breaking away from the rest of the game, as 
happened when anabolics were common but unevenly effective. No player this year is close 
to being on pace to break Bonds’ single-season record of 73 homers. That indicates a more 
universal cause, and the latest research has found one: The baseball itself has changed. 

Ben Lindbergh of The Ringer and sabermetrician Mitchel Lichtman sent a group of balls 
to Washington State University’s Sports Science Laboratory for testing, including 17 from the 
first half of 2015, just before home runs started to soar, and 10 from 2016. In research published 
in June, they found small but significant differences, all in directions friendly to home runs: 
On the whole, the newer balls were bouncier and smaller and had lower seams. The combined 
effect would have been enough to make baseballs travel an average of 7.1 feet farther. In an- 
other June study, Rob Arthur of FiveThirtyEight looked at air resistance to balls by tracking 
how MLB pitches decline in speed from point of release to crossing the plate. He found that 
baseballs have been generating less drag since 2015, to an extent much greater than would be 


likely from random variation. I would add this: Eight pitchers have 
gone on the DL with blisters this year compared with six total from 
2010 to 2015, according to STATS LLC, suggesting that something 
about gripping baseballs has changed pretty abruptly. 

MLB insists its balls aren’t juiced, but its specifications leave a lot 
of wiggle room. One study conducted at the University of Massachu- 
setts Lowell in 2000 notoriously found that two baseballs could both 
meet MLB's game-ready standards yet differ so much in composition 
that one would travel 49.1 feet farther than the other when hit. I can’t 
tell you if it’s intentional, but the numbers say that increased bounc- 
iness and tighter seams are goosing today’s baseballs. 

Meanwhile, researchers have studied other possible causes for the 
home run surge, from batting orders to global warming, without 
finding much. But there’s one more factor worth watching: With 
Statcast data on launch angles and exit velocity now flooding screens, 
teams and players are more aware that fly balls tend to produce bet- 
ter outcomes for batters than ground balls. So far, new homers are 
mostly coming from the increased zoom of batted balls, not a major 
shift in their launch angles. But sometimes change accelerates be- 
cause of a friendly environment. Baseball left its dead ball era, for 
example, not only because balls got bouncier in 1919 but also because 
they got cleaner in 1920, when MLB outlawed the spitball, and eas- 
ier to see, when teams began regularly substituting fresh balls into 
games after Cleveland’s Ray Chapman was killed by a pitch. And then 
Ruth showed the world how to treat those shiny new orbs. 

We are just at the beginning of a potential fly ball revolution, with 
hitters such as J.D. Martinez, Daniel Murphy and Yonder Alonso 
improving quickly and immensely by elevating. I suspect the seam 
height on baseballs will continue to flow and ebb, but hard-hitting 
uppercutters will keep pushing home run totals skyward. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY JASON SCHNEIDER 
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Falcons players profess 
a brotherhood that leads 
them forward together. 


“It’s Not a Redemption Tour” 


BY ELIZABETH MERRILL 


AL MESSERSCHMIDT/AP PHOTO 09.04.2017 ESPN 11 


Coach Dan Quinn 
says his “glass is way 
fuller. ... | choose to 
live my life that way.” 


Steve Kerr waited about a week before he texted Dan Quinn. 
Heknew how meny sympathy messages the Falcons coach 
Must be sete — Kerr got about 50 after his Golden State 
Warriors blew a 3-1 lead in the 2016 NBA Finals. The last 
thing a beaten man wants is people feeling sorry for him. 
Thosenirst few days, Kerr found comfort in commiserating 
Witptellow Warriors, who knew exactly what he was going 
through. Quinn did the same. While the Patriots celebrated 


deep into the night after their historic 25-point 
comeback victory in Super Bowl LI, the Falcons car- 
ried through with a planned party on three floors of 
the Westin hotel. Well, it wasn’t really a party; food 
and drinks were served, but everyone felt sick. Still, 
there was a need to be around the team, even while 
surrounded by family and friends, to process what 
had just happened. 

It wouldn’t hit some of them until days, even 
weeks, later. Veteran kicker Matt Bryant was at his 
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beach house in Alabama when the loss finally sunk 
in. “Maybe you shake your head, being in this for 15 
years and finally getting to that moment,” Bryant 
says. “But you go on to the next one.” 

If it were simple, maybe Kerr could have texted 
Quinn with some grand insight into how he was 
overcoming his blown title. The Warriors were on 
their way to facing LeBron James’ Cavaliers yet 
again in the NBA Finals, and this time they would 
go on to beat them soundly, and now Kerr has seven 


rings as a coach and player. 

And he still longs for the one he doesn’t have. 

“T think certain games, certain losses, probably will 
stay with you forever,’ Kerr says now. “That loss will 
never leave Dan or any of those guys. But you know 
what? It’s life, and you go back to work the next day, 
and you go out to dinner with your family, or you go to 
your kid’s baseball game, or you go out to a movie with 
some friends, go to a bar, and you start living again. 

“You've got to remember it’s not the end of the 
world, even though some people actually want you 
to feel like it is. But you can’t live your life that way. 
If you feel like it’s the end of the world, you're not 
going to be very happy. So you pout, and you dwell 
on it for a while, and life goes on.” 


THE PLAN WAS to go to Falcons camp and check in on 
the lonely team that fell victim to the largest come- 
back in Super Bowl history and see whether life went 
on. Do the Falcons blast hip-hop and macho rock 
through large speakers, enthusiastically knocking one 
another around, or do they quietly mope to Bon Iver? 


DAVID GOLDMAN/AP PHOTO 


Since 2000, half of Super Bowl losers missed the playoffs 
the next season, but the recent track records of 
Quinn and his Falcons suggest they could avoid that fate. 


DAN QUINN HAS COACHED IN 3 OF THE PAST 4 SUPER BOWLS 


48 49 50 


SEAHAWKS SEAHAWKS 
DEFENSIVE DEFENSIVE 
COORDINATOR : COORDINATOR 


BIGGEST YARDS-PER-PLAY 
INCREASE FROM 2015 TO 2016 


FALCONS 1.11 
REDSKINS 0.80 
COLTS 0.73 


51 


FALCONS 


HEAD 
COACH 


QUINN WAS THE 


PACKERS 0.66 


12TH SECOND-YEAR 


HEAD COACH TO REACH 


49ERS 0.63 


Is there infighting and finger-pointing? The last 
team to suffer a Super Bow] defeat nearly this devas- 
tating was Seattle in 2014, with Quinn on the sideline 
as the Seahawks’ defensive coordinator. (The Patriots 
were the soul stompers that time too.) Quinn spent 
three years under Pete Carroll, so it was natural that 
he'd bring some of Carroll with him to the Falcons— 
the attacking, strutting defense, the touchy-feely 
team-bonding philosophy. But no system is perfect, 
and after two seasons, the Seahawks are still strug- 
gling to move beyond Super Bowl XLIX. We saw that 
during an offseason of drama surrounding defensive 
leader Richard Sherman, briefly placed on the trad- 
ing block while continuing to stew over the Super 
Bow! loss, according to an ESPN story. 

Will the Falcons fracture too? 

You will not get a direct answer from Quinn, be- 
cause he isn’t talking about last year anymore. He 
opened the wound at the NFL combine, then at the 
owners meetings, and to the local media in the off- 
season. He told reporters he watched the game at 
least 10 times, playing every snap over in excruciat- 
ing detail. Now he’s finished and he’s not doing it 
anymore. He wants his players to move forward, and 
how can they do that if he keeps looking back? 

The Falcons are fine, he says, and he agrees to do 
an interview if he can explain why. It will inevitably 
sound cheesy, loaded with clichés and gung-ho talk, 
and with the word “brotherhood” seemingly plas- 
tered everywhere. 

But Quinn will not flinch. He is out to forge the 
best culture in sports off the worst loss in NFL his- 
tory. He has picked the brains of successful people, 
such as Kerr, Chicago Cubs skipper Joe Maddon and 
Cleveland Indians manager Terry Francona, who 
have all come back from demoralizing defeats. The 
Falcons have had former Navy SEALs come in the 
past two years to teach the players about teamwork 


THE SUPER BOWL 


and accountability, and Quinn’s players have carried 
gigantic logs together. He says the team is unified. 

He sits down at a table in his office, near a clock 
on the wall that has no numbers. Each of the 12 
spots is replaced by the word “now,” reminding him 
to stay in the moment. “The more we do that,’ Quinn 
says, “the clearer I usually am mentally.” 

But look, people naturally want to know howhe’s 
doing. How they’re doing. Quinn is about 30 min- 
utes into this interview—he’s almost finished— 
when he’s asked that very question, and he slips for 
a moment, because you can’t talk about the Falcons’ 
future without at least acknowledging the past. 

“Our mindset is really ... it’s really locked,’ Quinn 
says. “We for damn sure aren’t going to let people 
outside our walls tell us how we're supposed to feel. 
You don’t play. People who write about us don’t play. 
We play, and this is our season. And we've going to 
go for it like crazy in 17. 

“But it doesn’t have s--- to do with 2016. It’s nota 
redemption tour. It’s to see how good we can get.” 


ITIS FATE, perhaps, that this meltdown happened to 
land at the feet of one of the NFL's most positive 
thinkers. Quinn does not have many bad days. In 
another life, he might have been a military man, the 
guy with the bugle who wakes everyone up, con- 
vinced it’s going to be a spectacular day. 

That’s one of the things that drew Steve Kerr to 
Quinn. Just after Kerr took his first head-coaching 
job at Golden State, he went to Seattle for training 
camp in 2014: to watch Carroll and Quinn. He loved 
their energy, their competitive spirit and how every 
practice seemed fun. Every day, even though it was 
training camp, Quinn seemed excited. 

“My glass is way fuller,’ Quinn says. “I’m not Pol- 
lyannaish, and I try not to let as many things jam me 
up, and that’s a constant work in progress to say, 
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‘Why did I react that way in this situation?’ For the 
most part, I choose to live my life that way. 

“T get pissed off about stuff. And that’s when I con- 
front it. If somebody is doing something wrong that 
could hurt the team, you will feel it. Significantly. 
You won't be a part of what we do.” 

The Falcons went 8-8 in Quinn’s first season in 
2015, and at the end of the season, he realized he 
needed to work harder on team building. He’d 
watched two players exchange phone numbers before 
they left for the offseason, and Quinn was incredu- 
lous that two guys who played the same position 
didn’t already have each other’s contact info. 

So Quinn moved the locker assignments around 
and mixed offensive players with defensive players 
and kickers. He coined even more corny catchphras- 
es. It helped that the Falcons had an unusually high 
number of young starters (three rookies started at 
least 10 games). But some of the veterans, at first, 
were skeptical. 

“T think it’s kind of a natural first impression to 
think, ‘Are they serious about this?” says Chris Ches- 
ter, who played guard in Quinn’s first two seasons. 
“There is a business aspect of football that’s like the 
elephant in the room when you talk about brother- 
hood. Because you know in training camp and OTAs 
everyone in the room is not going to make the team.” 

Chester had played four tumultuous and mostly 
losing seasons in Washington, so he craved Atlanta’s 
harmony. He bought into Quinn. He’d never seen 
anything quite like it, a team that knocked each oth- 
er around in practice, then went over notes on how 
the other guy beat him. Chester could go to Dwight 
Freeney, a surefire Hall of Fame defensive end, and 
ask for pointers, and there was no weirdness. He 
could also go up to young Grady Jarrett with advice 
on what’s making him vulnerable on Sundays. 

“What youre hearing from the team is real,” Ches- 
ter says. “It’s not lip service; it’s not like a sales pitch.” 

But no kumbayas could insulate a team from the 
carnage of Super Bow LI. The Falcons led 28-3 mid- 
way through the third quarter. With 8:31 left in the 
fourth, they were leading by 16. Facing third-and-1, 
they drew up a pass that resulted in Matt Ryan get- 
ting leveled and fumbling. On the next possession, 
with 4:40 left, they had first down at the New Eng- 
land 22 and could have iced the game with a field 
goal. They wound up punting. The gassed defense 
collapsed; the offense was a series of bloopers. 

Surely, there was finger-pointing. 

Chester insists there wasn't, because every player 
truly felt he had tried as hard as he possibly could. 

He retired in March to spend more time with his 
family. Nearly six months later, he still thinks about 
the Super Bowl. How could he not? 
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“Every once in a while it comes up, like acommer- 
cial will come on and show the Patriots celebrating, 
and it kind of gets me a little bit,” he says. “IfI tell my 
kids it’s just a game—I knowit hurts, but ultimately, 
it’s just a game—then I need to live that. But it does 
kind ofjump up and bite me once in a while.” 


QUINN WANTS YOU to meet a group of guys he calls 
the Chiefs. It’s a military thing, of course, that came 
from the Navy SEALs. Chiefs, according to Quinn, 
are players who uphold the team standard for all 90 
guys. Quinn can’t be everywhere, and he doesn’t 
want to be. He wants them to play for one another, 
not for him. The Chiefs are voted on by the team, 
and this year, there are supposedly 13, though it 
seems there might be more as they cram into a hall- 
way after a night practice. Matt Ryan is a Chief, of 
course, and so is all-world receiver Julio Jones. 

But some lesser-known guys are Chiefs too. One 
of Quinn’s favorites is Ricardo Allen. 

Allen is a free safety who was the 147th pick in the 
2014 draft. It was Allen who showed up early every 
day this spring, without being told, to help mentor 
rookie linebacker Duke Riley. Quinn calls Allen a 
“fantastic leader.” The Chiefs spread Quinn’s mes- 
sage. They sound just like him. 

“If you do your job,’ Jones says, “your brother is 
going to do his job, and throughout the line, people 
are going to be successful.” 

“Ifyou throw the team under the bus,’ Allen says, 
“youre not going to be able to make the plays you 
need to make.” 

If there was a sign that the Falcons had moved on 
together, it came in April, when Ryan organized an 
informal team workout at the University of Miami 
in Coral Gables. More than 40 players showed up, 
from both offense and defense. They ran and worked 
out together and went out to dinners and laughed. 
Ryan says it was a time to “set the tone for what we 
wanted this offseason and this season to look like.” 

Ryan, who’s known for being vanilla and boring, 
has revealed more of himself recently. This summer 
he did a Gatorade commercial that featured accom- 
plished athletes talking about their failures. The 
question, posed by Michael Jordan: “Do you want 
to know the secret to victory?” 

Ryan’s answer: “Defeat.” 


THE FALCONS DO, by the way, still blast the macho 
rock and hip-hop during training camp. To the out- 
side observer, they look like most teams in August: 
eager, hot and ready to play actual games. For 
months, the reporters who cover Atlanta have been 
looking for any signs of dissension. 


“THAT LOSS 
WILL NEVER 
LEAVE DAN. 
BUT IT'S 
NOT THE 
END OF THE 
WORLD.” 


WARRIORS COACH STEVE KERR 


Observers say 
they’ve seen no 
signs of trouble in 
Falcons camp. 


for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, has yet to see 
much. There have been no fistfights in camp, no 
known airing of grievances. Practices are actually 
faster and more spirited because the rookies who 
started last year don’t need as much teaching. Ledbet- 
ter says the team looks more talented too. “There are 
some collegiate and high school qualities [to Quinn’s 
methods ],” he says. “But he’s got them believing in it. 

“The next test is what they do when they get a 
lead. Are they going to be able to close it out, or are 
they going to be fighting these demons?” 

They don’t talk about it, the fact that no team 
since 1994 has made it back to the Super Bow] after 
losing the previous one. “You don’t learn your les- 
sons until you're in them again,” Quinn says. “This 
is about now. So let’s go with it. Why wouldn't you 
set your hair on fire and go for it and let it rip?” 

The 2017 season will show whether Quinn has 
produced a culture that can defy history. Until then, 
it’s love and brotherhood. 

There is an offseason acquisition in Quinn’s large, 
and relatively bare, office. It’s a giant framed copy of 
a parable called “The Tale of Two Wolves.’ It hangs on 
a wall facing Quinn’s desk, near the now clock, so he 
sees it every day. In the story, an old Cherokee tells his 
grandson about a battle that goes on inside people, a 
battle between two wolves. One wolf is full of anger, 
doubt, sorrow and regret; the other has love, joy, 
peace and hope. The grandson thinks for a minute, 
then asks his grandfather, “Which wolf wins?” 


D. Orlando Ledbetter, a longtime Falcons writer a The old Cherokee replies, “The one you feed.” @ 
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Chef Ed Brown: “This 

is a major upscale 
restaurant menu. It just 
happens to only be 
open 14 days a year.” 


STADIUM FOOD DECONSTRUCTED 


Serve’s Up! 
ARTHUR ASHE STADUM OST 64 EOTMATE CALORIES: 00 


At this year’s U.S. Open (Aug. 28- 
Sept. 10), come for the tennis, stay 
for this classy finger food. 


Ed Brown has catered to the U.S. Open faithful 
since before Arthur Ashe Stadium was built, back 
in the days when hungry fans sought sustenance 
in food tents surrounding the tennis courts. These 
days, the Michelin-starred chef dishes up fresh 
seafood inside the stadium at his restaurant Aces. 
Between helming his Lincoln Center haunt, 

Ed’s Chowder House, and appearing on NBC’s 
Today show, the author of The Modern Seafood 
Cook fished out a few minutes to break down his 
ace Skuna Bay salmon crudo. 

What makes this recipe the perfect fit for 

the U.S. Open? 

The U.S. Open is one of the world’s premier 
sporting events, but it’s also one of its greatest 
eating events—which happens to feature 

tennis. In the New York market, crudo is a very 
popular dish. What makes it especially great for 
the Open is that we make it on a rice crisp, so 

it’s easily shared. Guests pop in and out, and they 
can pick one up and go. 

Salmon crudo typically includes some form 

of lemon. Yours has blood orange. Why the 
substitution? 

I happen to like blood orange. Whenever you're 
doing a pesce crudo, which is Italian for “raw 
fish,” you need a little citrus. I also use pickled 
shallots in there to get a little sweet and sour. 
Salmon has a lot of fat. It’s good fat, but you need 
a little acid against it. 


SKUNA BAY SALMON CRUDO 


INGREDIENTS 


% |b. salmon belly, skinned, thinly sliced 
20 mini cucumbers, thinly shaved 

8 French breakfast radishes, thinly shaved 
¥ cup extra virgin olive oil 


Sea salt and fresh-ground black pepper 

16 black olives, pitted, cut in half 

1 blood orange, peeled, cut in half lengthwise 
12 fresh mint leaves, torn into medium pieces 
4rice crisps 


What changes in the tournament, the area and the 
appetites have been most noticeable over time? 
I’ve been participating at the U.S. Open since we 
were cooking in tents. We were very proud of what 
we did back in those days. Fast-forward 20 years 
and the sheer volume of what we do out there 

is impressive. We open this restaurant for 14 days, 


INSTRUCTIONS 


Distribute slices of salmon equally on four plates. 

Top with cucumbers and radishes. 

Drizzle oil generously over each plate and season 
with salt and pepper. 

Add sliced olives and orange segments to each 
dish and squeeze the juice from any remaining 
orange segments on top of the crudo. 

Garnish with mint leaves. 

Serve on rice crisps. 

Makes 4 pieces. 


close it, then come back the next year. 

If you could prepare a private dinner for one tennis 
player, male or female, who would it be and why? 
Jimmy Connors was a gentleman of tennis, a great 
player who had a long career. He was the model 
for what a tennis player should be. I'd love to cook 
for him. -INTERVIEW BY DAN HAJDUCKY 
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Draft, manage and win your league from anywhere with the #1 Fantasy App. 


Sign Up Now | espn.com/GoodFantasy 
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Meet the Red Sox’s 
Baby-Faced Baller 


Rookie third baseman Rafael Devers talks MLB idols, big 
league adjustments and why teammates call him Carita. 


INTERVIEW BY MARLY RIVERA 


our years ago this August, at age 


16, Rafael Devers signed with the RED SOX 3B RANKINGS THIS SEASON 


Red Sox as an international BEFORE DEVERS’ CALL-UP @ SINCE 
amateur free agent. Few players BA 
were as highly anticipated as the 4 
Dominican-born prospect. Shortly after Devers’ ops 
MLB debut on July 25, ESPN’s Marly Rivera i 


caught up with the rookie—who collected 19 hits 
and four home runs in his first 15 games—to 
talk about joining the team he rooted for as a kid q 
and his adjustment to playing in the States. 


AB PER HR 


1 


Through Aug. 13. 


BEISBOL EXPERIENCE 


FOR MORE INTERVIEWS WITH 
MLB’S LATINO STARS, VISIT 
ESPN.COM/BEISBOLEXPERIENCE 


How did you get your start in baseball? 

I can’t even remember the first time I went to a 
stadium, but I have been playing baseball as long 
as I can remember. My dad played baseball [in an 
amateur league], and he always brought me 
along to watch the games. When practice was 
over, the parents would let us play. 

Who was your favorite player when you were a kid? 
Robinson Cano has always been my favorite 
player. I have always been impressed with the 
swing he has and how humble he looks on the 
field. But my favorite team was always Boston. 

I loved watching Manny [Ramirez] and Pedro 
[Martinez] when they were here. 

How have you adapted to living in the United States 
and learning English? 

My first year was difficult because I left all my 
family behind, even though I was only here half of 
the year. But after that, you start getting used to 
living here, and it helps that I talk to my mom 
and dad every day. 

You were called up so young. Who has helped you 
the most to adapt to playing in the majors? 

My dad. He’s always on top of me: “Rafael, you’ve 
achieved your goal, but now we've going to try to 
fulfill your dream, which is to stay in the big 
leagues and be a superstar.” 

You must have heard that you look like you’re 12 
instead of 20. You look so young! 

Yes, that’s why they gave me my nickname. They 
call me Carita [Baby Face] for that very reason. 
In my neighborhood, when I played vitilla 
[baseball with bottle caps], there was always this 
guy who would say, “Look at this one with that 
fresh face,” and from then on I was Carita. 

Critics questioned how early the Red Sox called you 
up. How ready did you feel to play in the big leagues? 
Well, it’s the same baseball, but this is the top 
level. There is more pressure, but that’s some- 
thing you can’t control. All I have to prove is that 
I am a player who is always ready to play. In the 
games I have played in so far, in the first at-bat, 
in the first inning, I feel a little nervous, but 
afterward I feel confident. 

In the short time you have been in the majors, has 
there been a moment when you’ve said to yourself, 
“| can’t believe that so-and-so is there”? 

The day we played in Seattle and I saw Robinson 
Cano. I saw him during batting practice, and they 
called me over and congratulated me on being 
called up. I said to myself, “Oh man, look at him 
right here.” He was with Jean Segura, Nelson 
Cruz. They were all there. I felt really happy 
about that. I said to myself, “I watched them on 
television, and now I can see them here.” 
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Devastating 
Discoveries 


In this excerpt from a behind-the-scenes look at the 
sexual assault scandal at Baylor, the university's regents learn 
the extent of the allegations against football players. 


BY PAULA LAVIGNE AND MARK SCHLABACH 


n spring 2016, it seemed publicly 
as though Baylor officials were re- 
sponding to one sexual assault in- 
cident after another. Behind the 
scenes, attorneys from the Phila- 
delphia law firm Pepper Hamilton, which had been 
hired by Baylor to investigate the university’s re- 
sponse to allegations of sexual assault by students, 
were sharing details of their investigation with the 
regents’ three-member special committee oversee- 
ing the investigation—and it wasn’t looking good. 

Over the previous several months, regents had 
been shocked by allegations of gang rapes and the 
sheer number of incidents. Woman after woman 
said she’d told someone but nothing happened. 
One of the most worrisome issues—the one that 
led the regents to hire Pepper Hamilton—was 
whether anyone at Baylor knew about former Bears 
football player Sam Ukwuachu abusing his girl- 
friend at Boise State before he came to Waco, 
Texas. Ironically, that was decided in Baylor's favor 
and presented at the board’s regular meeting in 
February 2016. School attorneys determined that 
no one at Baylor knew about the abuse until the 
woman testified at his trial in August 2015. That 
news, however, would end up being a tiny silver 
lining on a big cloud. 

On Sunday, May 1, 2016, board chairman Richard 
Willis and regents Ron Murff, Christopher Howard, 
Jerry Clements, Dan Hord, Ken Carlile, Jeff Reeter 
and David Harper, along with Baylor attorney Chris 
Holmes, flew to Philadelphia, where they met up 
with J. Cary Gray, another regent. The group was 
about a quarter of the full board. The next day, they 
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met at Pepper Hamilton’s downtown headquarters. 

They gathered in a large, stark conference room 
around a table on which attorneys Leslie Gomez and 
Gina Maisto Smith placed a stack of three-ring bind- 
ers full of printouts of text messages, emails, inter- 
views and other documentation. They started with 
a prayer. They stayed in that conference room from 
8 a.m. well into the evening, listening to what the 
attorneys found. The attorneys reviewed about six 
cases, all involving football players. 

The regents were informed of an interview one 
regent said came “straight out of a script of victim 
blaming,” between the former Baylor police chief 
Jim Doak and a woman reporting an assault. Ac- 
cording to the regents, the investigation revealed 
statements like, “Honey, don’t you know that if you 
wouldn’t have been out drinking, this wouldn’t have 
happened to you? What are your parents going to 
say?” (Doak did not reply to multiple requests for 
an interview.) The regents heard about a woman 
who showed the attorneys a list of the 27 people she 
had to recount her assault to in order to switch ma- 
jors to the business school so as to avoid encounter- 
ing her alleged perpetrator. They heard about the 
alleged gang rapes. Every story left them shaking. 

“The briefing was when I learned the full depth of 
the information and my reaction was one of pro- 
found shock and sadness,” Murff said. “I was sad for 
the victims, first of all. It was horrific to hear of how 
some of these women were treated along the way, 
from the initial acts of violation and then when they 
tried to get help. We didn’t help them the way we 
should have. It was very disturbing.” 

During the meeting, one of the regents started 


crying and pounded the table, saying, “Not my Bay- 
lor,’ and “Why do we have to listen to any more of 
this? Don’t we know what we have to do?” 

Every one of the nine regents ended the meeting 
completely emotionally drained. Some were in 
shock. Some would cry the next day. “For me, it felt 
like I’d been run over by a truck,” Gray said. 

They learned from the attorneys how difficult it 
had been for some of the women who participated 
in the interviews, with one woman in particular only 
able to talk to them if she was curled up in a fetal 
position on the floor. At that point, none of the wom- 
en who talked to Gomez and Smith had asked for 
anything. “They all talked to [the investigators ] on 
the basis of they wanted Baylor to be a better place 
and that was always impactful to me,” Gray said. 


Most of the regents traveled back to Texas, debat- 
ing how best to inform the rest of the board on what 
they had heard. They discussed a written report, 
which they were told might take months for Gomez 
and Smith to prepare. Then there was the concern 
about putting that much private information into a 
written report, and what risk releasing such a report 
would pose to the university's liability insurance 
coverage. Jasmin Hernandez, one of former football 
player Tevin Elliott’s victims, who did not speak with 
Pepper Hamilton, had already filed her lawsuit and 
others were likely coming. 

As one regent put it, if releasing too much detail 
in a report is determined to have compromised the 
university's defense, an insurance company could 
refuse to pay out for any legal fees, settlements or 
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judgments. They said they believed it was their fi- 
duciary duty to Baylor to take that into account, 
despite what they knew would be a likely demand 
for information. 

Over 10 hours on May 11 and May 12, Gomez and 
Smith gave their presentation to the full board in 
Waco. Baylor president Kenneth Starr was present 
for all of it but the discussions the board had about 
him. We were told that in the interest of time—and 
possible liability—the Pepper Hamilton attorneys 
were instructed not to put together a comprehensive 
written report. Instead, they had a lengthy Microsoft 
PowerPoint presentation that included their obser- 
vations, excerpts of emails, and text messages and 
other documents, as well as highlights of interviews 
with more than 65 people. This is when the full 


board heard of the many troubling findings coming 
from the football program. 

During those meetings, it was made clear there 
were problems at the highest level of the adminis- 
tration—poor communication and coordination 
and, a word Pepper Hamilton attorneys used, “dys- 
functionality.’ G 


From Violated: Exposing Rape at Baylor 
University Amid College Football’s 
Sexual Assault Crisis, by Paula Lavigne 
and Mark Schlabach. Copyright © 2017 
by Paula Lavigne and Mark Schlabach. 
Used by permission of Center Street, 

a division of the Hachette Book Group 
USA Inc. All rights reserved. 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Matthew 


Berrvy’'s 
Drait-Da 
Manifesto 


When playing your hand in the 
2017 draft, dont let all the noise 
and rankings stress you out. 

It's time to get back to basics. 
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y all accounts, the Flintstones 
were in trouble. 

It was the early ’90s—you 
know, ancient times—and 
Steven Spielberg’s produc- 
tion house had acquired the 
rights to bring Fred, Wilma, Barney, Betty and 
all of Bedrock to the big screen. It was sure 
summer blockbuster material, but the original 
director and eight scripts had come and gone. 
The sundial was ticking. 

Spielberg went about finding a new director 
to attach to the project, someone who could 
help shape a direction for the film and oversee 
a script. It was, as they say, a “good gig.” And 
when there is a good gig available, everyone 
is interested. 

And so, as the story goes, he met with lots of 
directors, all well-respected, all accomplished, 
all well-known in Hollywood. One by one, they 
walked down a long hallway to meet with Mr. 
Spielberg, a man as close to royalty as you get in 
Hollywood. Director after director pitched a 
vision of what the movie could be. “I see Fred as 
a Christ figure.” “Bedrock is an allegory for the 
bleakness of humanity.” Each director's take 
was more complex and filled with symbolism 
than the last. 

Except for one. Brian Levant, a former sitcom 
writer, director and producer who'd worked on 
shows such as Happy Days and Mork & Mindy, 
just shrugged at Spielberg and said, very 
simply: “Come on. It’s The Flintstones. ll 
make it funny.” 

And that, my friends, won the day. 

“They were trying to reinvent the wheel,” 
Levant told me recently. “I was like, ‘It’s The 
Flintstones, the wheel works just fine. You don’t 
need to reinvent anything!’ ... I got the job by 
embracing the purity of it. The fundamentals, 
if you will.” 

In fantasy football and in life, we often get into 
our own heads, overthinking and not seeing the 
quarry for the stones. Or something like that. The 
direct and obvious approach is often the correct 
one. “It’s The Flintstones. Vl make it funny.” 

Which brings us slowly, once more, to the 
19th annual Draft-Day Manifesto. Pull up a 
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boulder and make yourself comfortable. Can I 
get you a brontosaurus burger? 

Let’s start with the most important piece of 
advice I can give you about fantasy football: At a 
fundamental level, it’s all about minimizing risk 
and giving yourself the best odds to win ona 
weekly basis. That’s it. That simple. Everything 
leads back to that. Every draft pick, waiver move, 
potential trade, start/sit decision and more. 
Everything. With that in mind, here’s a set of 
guidelines that, once you absorb them, make 
draft day a simple, enjoyable first step toward 
winning your league. 


YOU CAN'T PREDICT THE FUTURE, 
BUT YOU'LL ALWAYS HAVE THE PAST 
Think about what’s sustainable. Dak Prescott had 
six rushing touchdowns last season. In the past 
15 seasons, the only QBs with multiple seasons of 
five-plus rushing touchdowns are Michael Vick, 
Cam Newton and Tim Tebow. Dallas’ signal- 
caller could and should be great in 2017, but will 
he be as great? Take any example. Drew Brees 
has nine straight seasons of 30-plus touchdown 
passes. What’s likely in year 10? Over the past 
five seasons, New England has had 9.8 percent 
more rushing TDs than any other team in the 
NFL. Again, what’s likely? Using a little research 
and basic logic, you can take a moment to think 
about any particular situation from every angle. 
What was behind the player’s success or failure? 
Was it a fluke or is it repeatable? Once you figure 
that out, the answer for what to do is fairly easy. 
It won't always work out, but like everything in 
life, if you play your cards right, it'll work out 
more often than not. 


PICK A SYSTEM, ANY SYSTEM 

They all work. And they all don’t. I’m speak- 
ing of draft “strategies’—value-based drafting, 
zero RB, RB/RB, etc. We've looked at this 
every year. By and large, whether you went 
WR, BB or TE in the first round last year, 
you had a chance to make the playoffs in your 
league. Check the list of the most common 
players on 2016 fantasy playoff teams on 
ESPN.com. There are some first-rounders, 
most notably David Johnson and Ezekiel 
Elliott. But there are also a lot of players who 
greatly outperformed their average draft 
position (ADP), like Matt Ryan, or who were 
waiver-wire pickups, like Davante Adams 
and Jordan Howard. 


10 MOST COMMON PLAYERS ON 
2016 FANTASY PLAYOFF TEAMS 
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PLAYER POS TEAM LEAGUES OPENING DAY 
David Johnson RB ARI 67 100 
copes eter aI ; 
SpencerWare RB KC 62 75 
own a ie aaa patna paar aia 
a? i = | 
Ss ap . BeGuigecaaeaiveanoeraeuneune ene amONn 
MattRyan “ATL 
pe ae ienatyiiuanan tev a —— 
eee Hite ere rc NE srt 
Ti Sones ao 


KNOW YOUR LEAGUE 

It seems obvious, but you’d be amazed at how 
many people don’t know all the rules of their 
league. That knowledge is what you'll use to 
(legally!) exploit those rules and construct the 
best team possible on draft day. Is there an 
injury slot(s) in addition to the normal roster 
positions, like a DL slot in baseball? If so, you 
can be more aggressive with talented but 
injury-prone guys. Are you required to leave 
the draft with a full lineup? I say you should 
have to, but if not, don’t bother with a kicker or 
a defense and use those two slots for extra 
position picks. You can waive them just before 
the season starts or do a two-for-one trade to 
grab a D/ST and K just before Week 1. 


YOU'RE NOT STUCK WITH YOUR DRAFT-DAY ROSTER 
Unless it’s a best ball type of league, in which you 
make no moves, you don’t need to leave draft day 
with a perfect lineup. What you do need is to 
leave with a roster that has some linchpins, some 
upside and enough flexibility that you're prepared 
for whatever fantasy disaster is thrown your way. 
Do not panic during the draft if a position plays 
out in such a way that you feel you had to reach 
for a player. Because ... 


IT’S A WEEKLY GAME 

Every year I see people ignoring this in either 
their analysis or research. While our game 
takes place over a full season, the truth is that 
it’s actually 13 (and, we hope, more) one-week 
contests. So while you hear a lot in the preseason 
about how many touchdown passes or fantasy 
points or yards or targets or whatever someone 
had last season, there aren’t a lot of players 
who need to be in your lineup every week. 
Here’s a loosey-goosey-math example: Last 
season the Browns, Cowboys and Bengals had 
the three worst defenses based on ESPN 
standard fantasy scoring against the tight 

end. If you punted the TE position in the draft 
and simply (but effectively) streamed the 
top-producing widely available TE against these 
three porous defenses each week, you got 

172 standard points. Rob Gronkowski’s total 

in his past 17 games? 166.3. I’m not saying it 
would have been easy, but even the fact that 
there was a way to basically stream together 

a waiver-wire tight end last year that would 
have outproduced a healthy Gronk should tell 
you something. 
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INTRODUCING A PAN PIZZA THAT 
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Introducing new DIGIORNO® Crispy Pan Pizza — baked fresh in its own pan 
for a crispy, caramelized crust. IT’S NOT DELIVERY. IT’S DIGIORNO® 


> FORWARD 


TRACK YOUR POINTS 
For the third straight season, fantasy owners in 
non-PPR leagues should be targeting 93 to 94 
points on a weekly basis if they want to be 
successful consistently. (At least, that’s the number 
for 10-team ESPN leagues.) Some weeks, 83 will 
get it done if you play a team that tanks. Other 
weeks, 140 won't if you play a red-hot squad. But 
in the game of what’s-most-likely-to-happen, score 
93.7 points every week and you'll win more often 
than not. In PPR leagues, the number is 119.5. 
Here’s how to think about that as you draft 
individual players: Let’s say you get a high pick and 
select Antonio Brown. Check the ESPN projections 
online and see that we project Brown for 302.2 
points this season in PPR, or 18.9 per game. Then 
subtract Brown’s 18.9 from the number (30.4) you 
need for WR (see chart below). Now you know 
youre chasing just 11.5 ppg at WR2. And so on. 
The idea that ESPN or any set of projections will 
100 percent nail it is obviously false, but this is a 
way to quickly gauge your team construction as 
you progress through a fast-moving draft. There 
are a ton of different ways to get the magic 
numbers, and 2017 could be very different, but 
these numbers have remained reasonably stable 
over time and serve as a good barometer. 


FANTASY PPG BY POSITION FOR WINNING TEAMS 
NON-PPR @ PPR @ 


D/ST 


NON-PPR TOTAL PPR 


J.) 119. 


Based on 2016 ESPN 10-team leagues 
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LEONARD FOURNETTE JAC, RB 

Tom Coughlin & Co. didn’t take Fournette No. 4 
overall to have him sit on the bench. He’s going 
to be the Jags’ workhorse and Blake Bortles’ best 
friend. Jacksonville running backs totaled just 
1,230 rushing yards last season (28th in the 
NFL); at LSU in 2016, Fournette averaged 120.4 
yards on the ground per game. 


COREY DAVIS TEN, WR 

Davis won’t reach 100 catches in a run-oriented 
offense, but the No. 5 pick out of Western 
Michigan fills the Titans’ top need. Davis recorded 
at least 1,400 yards and 12 touchdowns in each 
of his past three seasons, whereas the Titans 
have had just one 1,000-yard wideout since 2012 
(Kendall Wright in ’13). 


CHRISTIAN McCAFFREY CAR, RB 

McCaffrey can be the Panthers’ change-of- 
pace back and return man, but where | really 
like him as a rookie is as a pass catcher lined 
up all over the field. | think the No. 8 overall 
pick could have 150 carries, 50 catches and 
30 returns this season. 

O.J. HOWARD TB, TE 

Rookie tight ends rarely make a huge impact 
(most can’t block), but Howard is a complete 
player. Although he had only seven touchdowns 
in four seasons at Alabama, | expect him to 
be a threat in the red zone immediately for 
Jameis Winston. 


EVAN ENGRAM NYG, TE 

Engram isn’t a strong blocker, but his 4.42 40 at 
the combine was the fastest for a tight end since 
2010. That allows the Giants to move him around 
and even use him in the slot. His 926 receiving 
yards as a senior at Ole Miss led the nation for 


tight ends, and he found the end zone eight times. 


KAREEM HUNT KC, RB 

In search of 2017’s Jordan Howard? Hunt will 
battle Spencer Ware and Charcandrick West for 
reps, but it’s in him. He turned 86.3 percent of his 
262 carries into positive yardage at Toledo last 
year en route to 1,475 rushing yards, and he 
caught 93.2 percent of targets. 


DALVIN COOK MIN, RB 

With Latavius Murray also joining the Vikes, Cook 
won't need to replace Adrian Peterson on day one. 
Still, with seven runs of at least 40 yards (sixth in 
the FBS) and 2.70 yards after first contact per rush 
(LOth in the Power 5) last season at Florida State, 
Cook has a unique combo of speed and power. 


JOE MIXON CIN, RB 

Mixon can be a three-down back who should start, 
but like Cook, he doesn’t have to carry the load 
right away. His 6.81 yards per carry last season at 
Oklahoma was 10th in the FBS among rushers with 
at least 150 carries, but he will also play a part in 
Andy Dalton’s passing game. He averaged 14.5 
yards per catch, second among RBs in the FBS. 


COOPER KUPP LAR, WR 

If you’re looking for a midround receiver to 
contribute as a rookie, Kupp is a solid pick. He’s 
not physically overwhelming—he ran just a 

4.62 40 at the combine—but he had 428 catches 
and 73 touchdowns at FCS Eastern Washington, 
and the Rams have an opening in the slot. 


SAMAJE PERINE WAS, RB 

Looking for TDs? Perine had 49 at Oklahoma in 
three years. He'll break tackles and make 
defenders look foolish. He averaged 106 rushing 
yards in 16, ninth in the Power 5, and scored on 12 
of his 24 carries inside the 10. Among Power 5 RBs 
with at least 40 red zone carries, no one was 
stuffed less than Perine [7.3 percent of the time). 


IN EARLY ROUNDS, THINK ABOUT YEARLY OUTCOMES 
Is there a chance Odell Beckham Jr., Julio Jones, 
A.J. Green, Jordy Nelson or Mike Evans could 
finish ahead of Antonio Brown this season? 

Of course. But I have Brown as my No. 1 wide 
receiver because his floor is insanely high. 
Barring a catastrophic injury, he’ll be one of 

the elite guys. The range of outcomes for 

Alshon Jeffery this season is much wider, given 
a brand-new team, offense and QB, plus his 
injury history. Could be a stud, could fall well 
short of his current WR11 ADP. As the draft goes 


on, I am definitely willing to take more risks. 
But overall, I try to get players early on with a 
narrow range of yearly outcomes. At least have 
an opinion on the range of outcomes for every 
player, even if you just take a rankings sheet and 
quickly go down the list making notations like 


3 9 66, 


wide,” “medium” or “small.” This exercise will 
help reshape how you view each player and guide 
you through the draft. As you move toward the 
middle, and especially later, rounds, I want you 
to stock your team entirely with players who 
could potentially have a high weekly ceiling. 
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OFFICIAL SHAMPOO OF THE NFL 


SHOULDERS WERE 
MADE FOR GREATNESS. 
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TIE GOES TO THE RUNNING BACK 

I’ve said it for a long time: You can’t win your 
league in the first round, but you can lose it. In 
other words, as anyone who went with Adrian 
Peterson last year will tell you, choose wrong in the 
first and it’s hard to recover. After looking at years 
of data in which players drafted in the top 20 at 
their position also finished in the top 20, here’s 
where I land: If it’s close for me in the early rounds 
between receiver and running back, I go with the 
RB. And the WR position is crazy-deep this year, 
especially in the middle rounds. You've got a better 
chance of finding an every-week starter in the 
middle-to-late rounds at WR than you do at RB. 


1AM AHANDCUFF GUY 
You heard me. The injury rate among top running 
backs is why I am on the pro side of taking 
handcuffs. There are obviously situations 
(Oakland, for example) in which it’s unclear what 
would happen if the starter went down, but I’d 
rather lock up the production of a very high draft 
pick than be scrambling if something happens 
and all of my other lottery tickets haven’t come in 
yet. There’s much debate in fantasy around 
handcuffs, but for early-round guys who have 
a clear backup, I’m in favor. 


SKIMP ONK, TE, D 
I’m a one-tight end, one-kicker, one-defense kind 
of guy. (You know to draft a defense and kicker in 
the final few rounds by now, right?) I’m OK with 
rostering two TEs this season if you have a Rob 
Gronkowski, Jordan Reed or Tyler Eifert, but 
everything else is RB or WR. And when in doubt 
in the middle and late rounds, go running back 
over wide receiver. You'll likely need more RBs 
during the course of the season, and there are 
more chances for one to pop. I want as many shots 
as possible at having one of those guys. 


SPEAKING OF TIGHT ENDS... 

While I have players I like and others I don't, I’m 
a best-player-available drafter. Again, there’s no 
one way to do it, but specific to Gronkowski, Reed 
and Eifert, I am in on those guys at their current 
price (Gronk late in the second round, Reed in the 
fourth, Eifert in the eighth). I believe their injury 
histories and other concerns have been baked into 
their prices somewhat, and as you know from my 
range-of-weekly-outcomes philosophy, when 
healthy, these guys can win you a week. 
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THINGS | DON’T CARE ABOUT 

1. Bye weeks. (You won't know until you get there 
if you are OK or light.) 2. Schedule. (You can’t 
know in August what a bad matchup will be in 
December.) 3. Players on the same team. (We've 
done studies. Pick the best team possible, and if it 
means you own players on the same team, it’s fine.) 


MOCK DRAFT, BABY 

Practice makes perfect. You just read this whole 
damn thing, so you've clearly got time. Speaking 
of mock drafts, if you do join one, don’t leave. 
People who leave mock drafts early are, like, the 
sixth-worst people on earth. 


THE BIG ADP SECRET 

Average draft position is largely driven by the 
default rankings on whichever site you play. So the 
ADP ranks on ESPN probably differ in some ways 
from the ADPs in other places because default 
ranks vary. Find a source you like, compare it with 
the ADP of the site youre drafting on and you'll be 
able to find players who are going way too high or 
way too low for what you want. That’s where you'll 
find market inefficiency. 


THEY'RE JUST NAMES AND NUMBERS! 

A common question I'll get is some version of: 

“T have pick 3 and I really want Jordy Nelson. Is 
that too early?” And the answer is ... sort of. Look, 
I wouldn’t draft him that high, and my ranks 
reflect that. But if you want Jordy and you have 
pick 3, he’s not coming back to you in the second 
round. So grab him there. Just understand that 
rankings, whether you use mine or someone 
else’s, are a loose guideline. They're not hard and 
fast, and the market values of players change with 
every player selected. It’s your team, you have to 
live with it, so draft the guys you want, not what 
some piece of paper that doesn’t know your 
league, or the participants in it, tells you. 


Watch THE FANTASY SHOW WITH 
MATTHEW BERRY at 5 p.m. ET 
weekdays on ESPN2. During NFL 
season, the Monday show moves 
to 2:30 p.m. ET on ESPN. Or catch 
it on ESPN.com and the ESPN App! 


AND FINALLY, STAY CALM 

We all get nervous. We all sweat wins. But this is a 
pastime, OK? Remember that when you feel like 
embarrassing yourself on social media to harass a 
player, coach or fantasy analyst. There's plenty of 
negativity in the world already. No reason for you 
to add to it over a hobby or to lose a friend over it. 
Unless, of course, you've got a shot at the title. I 
mean, come on. You can always get new friends. G 


GET COMPLETE PLAYER RANKINGS, 
mock drafts and up-to-the- 
minute advice from 
Matthew Berry, Matt Bowen, 
Mike Clay, Field Yates, Eric 
Karabell, Tristan H. Cockcroft, 
KC Joyner and the entire 
ESPN team of fantasy experts at 
ESPN.com/fantasy. 


Larry Culpepper | Guest Writer 


Meze football is the most wonderful time of the year. And the harbinger of college 
A *4)all himself, Larry Culpepper, took a break from delivering Dr Pepper to craving 
ond stopped by to discuss his top college football traditions. 


(aan ; ; 
154, Cold Dr Pepper — Duh, what else 8) Marching Bands — Why do you think 
G 4 crave on game day? I invented halftime? (Shout out to 

‘ Tuba Steve!) 


2) The — Greatest postseason 
system € ented (by me, Larry CulperE 
—~ 


Concession Stands — Nachos. 
Hotdogs. Burgers. Pizza. All go great 
with Dr Pepper. 


3) Tailgatin’— "Kg | athe 
game. Because Tay : 
warm-ups too. Coin Tosses — The only reason coins 

iy . still have value. 

4) The Hail Larry — Most ¢ 

all of sports. (You're welec 

Flutie.) 


‘aring Down Goalposts — While I 
55 roe ‘ 
teondone this dangerous behavior, 
lexhilerating and awesome. 
5) Visors — The most fag 


in all of college foott i 7 — L 
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e-Point Safety — Yep. Look it up. 
, Sgenerations of bad blood 
-head for four quarters? 
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OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF THE 
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OFFENSE 


The Perfect $73.2M 


NFL Roster ww | oo 
$13.9M $16.5M 

No team is flawless—until now. We RB 8.4% 10.0% 

asked ESPN’s Bill Barnwell to $4.9M 

take the 1,696-player NFL pool and 3.0% 

build the best 53-man roster a 


$167 million salary cap can buy. 


$1,718,858 
UNDER THE CAP 


THE RULES 

In the past, ESPN built its dream roster by stacking star 
after star on rookie contracts. This time, | ramped up the 
difficulty with new rules that result in a more realistic team. 


1 SHOPPING THE LEAGUE 
| forced myself to have at least one player—but no more 
than three—from each of the 32 NFL teams. 


2 LIMITED ROOKIE DEALS 

Last year’s playoff teams averaged five players from the 
2014 draft, six from the 2015 draft and nine from the 
2016 draft. The same goes for my team. Also, | have four 
undrafted free agents who've yet to hit unrestricted free 
agency. My team has seven rookies, one from each round 
of this year’s draft. The other 22 players are veterans 


who are not on their first contract. SPECIAL 


3 MANDATORY SPECIAL TEAMS TEAMS 
As tempting as it is to fill a team with big-play threats and 


situational contributors, real teams fill out the back of 
their roster with players who contribute on special teams. 2 44 DEFENSE 
My team does the same. a ; 
vr BL® ZANEGONZALEZCLE $487K $88 OM 
4 FITTING A SCHEME rae AD cE ae Te 
BED JOHNNY HEKKER LAR $2.4M : 


Lastly, | wanted to construct an offense that fits within d 
Josh McDaniels’ system in New England, meaning versatile > MORGAN COX BAL $1.0M 
receivers and running backs who can create mismatches in 

the passing game. On D, | built to suit coordinator Jim 

Schwartz's units, most recently in Philly, meaning pressure 

with the front four and dropping seven into coverage. 


BIG BANG FOR THE BUCKS: OFFENSE 


» TOM BRADY ® DAVID JOHNSON ® AMARI COOPER ® MITCHELL SCHWARTZ » ZACK MARTIN 

You've heard of him, right? Arizona’s star running back had Derek Carr owes some of his Schwartz is one of the few right He’s the first offensive lineman 
Brady was arguably the best 2,118 yards from scrimmage new $125 million contract to tackles in the league capable since the 1970 merger to make 
quarterback in football after his last season, more than Ezekiel Cooper. Over the past two of holding up against the likes three Pro Bowls and earn two 
four-game suspension last year, Elliott (1,994) or Le’Veon Bell seasons, Carr has posted a 55.6 of Khalil Mack and Von Miller. first-team All-Pro nods in his 
and his $14 million cap hit is (1.884), while playing behind QBR with Cooper on the field and His true hidden value? STATS LLC first three seasons. His next deal 
21st in the league, meaning he an injury-riddled line. And | a dreadful 22.4 QBR over 92 credits him with a total of just will come in around $12 million 
costs as much in 2017 as Mike like that his cap hit is nearly passes without him. It’s tough to four holding penalties during his per year, so he’s an enormous 
Glennon. Mike Glennon! $5 million less than Elliott’s. get more high-impact than that. five-year NFL career. bargain now at $2.9 million. 
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Here’s how unreal Watt has 
been: His 195 QB knockdowns 
over the past five years is ahead 
of No. 2 Carlos Dunlap by 72 
hits—and that’s despite Watt 
missing much of the 2016 
season. There’s no bigger 
difference maker in the NFL. 


AP PHOTO (22) 


Bosa became the first rookie 
since Von Miller and Aldon Smith 
in 2011 to generate 10 or more 
sacks. In a free agent market in 
which rotation edge rushers 

like John Simon sniff $6 million 
per year, Bosa is an absolute 
bargain at a similar price. 


The Atlanta rookie came into his 
own during the playoffs. Few 
inside ‘backers have the speed to 
take a 90-yard INT to the house 
with Brandin Cooks in pursuit, as 
Jones did. The $1 million price is 
right, given Luke Kuechly’s cap 
hit at nearly $800,000 per game. 


Bill Belichick has trusted 
Butler—another undrafted free 
agent—with more one-on-one 
assignments than any other CB 
over the past two years, and 
he’s come through. He'll get a 
huge raise in 2018, so | grabbed 
him at a bargain while | could. 


ED ton araoy ne ® sium 9 pT TIN OFFENSE. 
DAK PRESCOTT DAL $636K 
CASE KEENUM MIN $1.9M 
EE Davin JOHNSON ARI © $800K 
THEO RIDDICK DET $2.4M 
JAY AJAYI MIA $670K 
JALEN RICHARD OAK $540K 
ALEX ARMAH CAR $505K 
(E> ODELLBECKHAMJR.NYG®  $3.3M 
AMARI COOPER OAK @ $6.2M 
MICHAEL THOMAS NO @ $1.2M TOM 
TYRELL WILLIAMS LAC $615K BRADY 
JEREMY KERLEY SF $2.0M NEW 
MACK HOLLINS PHI $624K $14.0M 
ROB GRONKOWSKI NE ® $6.8M 
MARTELLUS BENNETT GB $3.9M 
MICHAEL HOOMANAWANUI NO $1.9M 
TAYLOR LEWAN TEN @ $3.7M 
MITCHELL SCHWARTZ KC ® = $6.9M 
LAREMY TUNSIL MIA $2.8M 
SONS OEL PRES er anal ODELL MITCHELL ZACK WESTON BRANDON TAYLOR ROB 
BECKHAM JR. SCHWARTZ MARTIN RICHBURG SCHERFF LEWAN GRONKOWSKI 
~ SEA RILEHIEG ice a NYG KC DALY NYG WAS TEN NE 
CODY WHITEHAIR CHI $960K $3.3M $6.50 $25M S$1L6M $5.8M $3.7M $6.8M 
J.J. WATT HOU ® $14,1M 
JOEY BOSA LAC © $5.9M 
DANIELLE HUNTER MIN $793K 
YANNICK NGAKQUE JAC $819K 
AARON DONALD LAR ® $3.2M 
BRANDON WILLIAMS BAL® —$6.0M 
TOM JOHNSON MIN $2.4M 
pig sis CIN eg AARON BRANDON JOEY 
Beale a DONALD WILLIAMS BOSA 
(E) LavonTE DAVID TB & $6.0M LAR BAL LAC 
COREE OAL Ne OE oN MALCOLM JALEN $3.2M $6.0M $5.5M CHRIS 
JAMES HARRISON PIT $2.0M BUTLER RAMSEY HARRIS JR 
MATT MILANO BUF $530K NEw Aap nee 
DEION JONES ATL © $1.0M 
ZACH BROWN WAS $2.6M $3.9M $5.3M $9.9M 
(f=) CHRIS HARRIS JR. DEN @ $9.9M 
MALCOLM BUTLER NE @ $3.9M 
JALEN RAMSEY JAC ® $5.3M 
ERIC MURRAY KC $699K 
SHAQUILL GRIFFIN SEA $655K 
JASON MCCOURTY CLE $2.3M 
MS) EARL THOMAS SEA © $10.4M Bante 
LANDON COLLINS NYG # $1.7M NYE 
MALIK HOOKER IND $2.3M 
RONTEZ MILES NYJ $615K $1.7M 
DON CAREY DET $1.2M 
STARTERS © © |___________________—_ §TARTING DEFENSE. —————--—______ 
BIG BANG FOR THE BUCKS: DEFENSE 
» J.J. WATT » JOEY BOSA » DEION JONES » MALCOLM BUTLER ® LANDON COLLINS 


Nobody stuffed the stat sheet in 
2016 like Collins. He was second 
in the league in tackles (100) 
and had 4 sacks, 5 QB hits and 
5 INTs. With Earl Thomas in 
center field for my team, Collins 
is free to attack the line of 
scrimmage. Lucky me. 
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19 YEARS AND COUNTING 
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COVERING SPORTS SINCE 1998, ESPN THE MAGAZINE 
FEATURES AWARD-WINNING COVERS OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE ATHLETES. 


Buy your favorite cover TODAY | 
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THE MAGAZINE 


“All my clothes come 
from the men’s side. 
I like the way they 
fit me better. | don’t 
wear girl clothes.” 


PHOTOGRAPH BY JESSE RIESER 


THE WALK-IN 


C PHOENIX MERCURY 
MAY 27 PHOENIX 
TALKING STICK RESORT ARENA 


She says her style isn’t easily 
defined, but the Mercury 
center’s mantra is simple: 
“When I dress good, I feel 
good and I do good.” 
—STACEY PRESSMAN 


How would you describe your fashion 
sense? “It’s a little mixed. It’s urban, 
sometimes a little androgynous and 
definitely tomboyish.” 


Do you spend a lot on clothes, and is it 
important to you? “When | was younger, 
Pops was strict, so | couldn’t just go 
shopping all the time. | definitely do spend 
some extra money on clothes. ‘Dress good, 
feel good and do good.’ | live by that.” 


How do you keep up with trends? What 
inspires you? “When | get dressed for 
events, | have a stylist who helps me out 
with trendy things. But my everyday dress 
for games, | kind of just go with what | like.” 


Do you ever go bold with your fashion? 

“1 don’t go full Westbrook. | wish | had the 
courage to do some of the stuff he does. 

| love seeing what he wears. He pushes the 
envelope, and he just goes for it. | love it.” 


How did you put this outfit together? “It 
was actually my friend’s [Emma Cannon’s] 
birthday, and we were doing an all-black 
affair. | wanted to go simple but kind 

of flashy, so | went with the men’s biker 
jacket | got from Zara.” 


Men’s biker jacket, $119, Zara, zara.com; 
Derex 5620 3D Super Slim Jeans, $190, 
G-Star, g-star.com; Air Jordan 1 Retro 
High OG, $160, Nike, nike.com; Damier 
Graphite Canvas toiletry pouch, $760, 
Louis Vuitton, louisvuitton.com 
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2-yard line, down three, just enough time for one play todeteat Nick Saban, college footballs greatest coach. What 
play would you call? Clemson coach Dabo Swinney faced that question in the CFP title game, and he dialed up a pick play—ora rub, or what- 
ever you call it—and when Hunter Renfrow broke free for a game-winning catch, Swinney became a god. » Yes, im college football its all about 
the play: Can Penn State’s Saquon Barkley outrun his star-making run in the Rose Bowl? (Page 36.) Can USC's Sam Darnold keep his playmak- 
ing cool amid chaos? (Page 44.) Can Heisman winner Lamar Jackson reinvent himsel# at Louisville? (Page 42.) Can our resident coordinator, 
Brock Huard, dissect this year’s go-to plays in our season preview? Spoiler alert, yes! (Page 56.) * And on Sept. 2, when we pick up where we left 
off, with No. 2 (this time, Florida State) taking its shot at No. 1 Alabama, what will be your play? Our expert pick: Just watch. 


ILLUSTRATION BY MIKE McQUADE; CUSTOM TYPE BY ALICE JAUNEAU AND DAVID VALLANCE 
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IT’S GAME TIME 
GET SEASON AND 
AWARD PREDICTIONS, 
NEWS, ANALYSIS AND 
PLAYOFF COVERAGE 
AT ESPN.COM/ 
COLLEGE-FOOTBALL 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 
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SNAP SHOT: ZONE RUN VS" USC 


_ USC has Six On five in the box, but an LB gets caught in a run blitz. 
~ Barkley patiently follows his pulling tackle, who seals off the 
end, and bounces right, shedding a diving FS, one of five missed 

tackles. 3 He breaks an arm tackle and jump-cuts a CB to the 
ground to reach open field. “ Barkley crosses up the SS, the last 
line of defense, then streaks down the left sideline to score. 
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SUIT UP FORA 
WINNING SEASON 


The Nissan lineup is as diverse as the Heisman winners and __ i ' 
their fans. So, no matter Who you choose to root for, Nissan has 
a vehicle that’s right for you. Go to NissanHeismanHouse:com 
for a chance to win a new Nissan TITAN? - ; 
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No purchase necessary to enter or win. A purchase will not increase your chance of winning, VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. Must be 18 years of age or older and a legal resident 


ALTIMA GT-R" 


of the United States. Sweepstakes begins on 8/29/17 at 12:01:00 a.m. ET and ends on 10/31/17 (First Prize Entry) and December 8, 2017 (Grand Prize Entry) both at 11:59:59 p.m. ET. To enter and 


370Z° ROGUE’ SPORT 


for Official Rules visit www.Nissanusa.com/HeismanHouseSweepstakes Sponsor: Nissan North America, Inc. (‘Nissan’), One Nissan Way, Franklin, TN 37067-1634. Void where prohibited. Always weal 
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Saquon Barkley whips his head to the 
right. Where is he? 

It’s the third quarter of the 2017 Rose 
Bowl, and Penn State’s running back has 
just juked a USC defender near the line 
of scrimmage at his own 20. As a kid, 
Barkley had loved Barry Sanders, even 
keeping a Sanders action figure in his 
bedroom. Growing up, he’d run to one 
side, then the other, trying to perfect 
Sanders’ Houdini act, an early experi- 
ment in lateral quickness that ultimate- 
ly led him here, in Pasadena, on the 
verge of breaking a big run. 

As he approaches the 25, another 
Trojan is closing in. Barkley isn’t about 
to try to run through him. His great- 
uncle, Iran Barkley, was a champion 
boxer and a brawler, but Saquon would 
be more like Floyd Mayweather if he 
ever got into the ring. “I wouldn’t want 
to get hit,” he says. Same on the football 
field. His middle school coaches used 
to plead with him not to run east and 
west. But Barkley’s thinking is simple: 
“T just try not to get touched, he told a 
Penn State teammate who once asked 


how he does what he does. So again he 
avoids contact here, his left hand swat- 
ting the oncoming defensive back away 
like a gnat. He’s still owt there some- 
where, though. 

He hits the 40-yard line and four USC 
defenders converge, flanking Barkley in 
a rapidly tightening ring. He’s trapped. 
But then he finds daylight through the 
stranglehold—eerily reminiscent of 
Sanders—leaving a trail of six Trojans. 
He zips up the middle, stomping over 
that Rose Bowl emblem, where he sheds 
one last defender, sending him on a 
nosedive to the grass, and bolts for the 
left sideline. 

But even as Barkley is in the clear and 
streaking ever closer to the end zone, he 
knows he’s out there. So he whips his 
head around once more. Where is he? 
Where is Adoree’ Jackson? 

Jackson, USC’s star cornerback with 
the 4.39 40 and Olympic aspirations, is, 
in fact, making a beeline for Barkley. 
That’s his specialty: hawking down 
would-be scorers. Jackson has an angle, 
but Barkley (4.33 hand-timed 40) can 
blaze too, which he does, right past 
Jackson and across the goal line. 

Zoom in. Here is where his story piv- 
ots, because this 79-yard touchdown 
would split him clean in two: Saquon 
Barkley before the Rose Bowl, Saquon 
Barkley after. Eight months ago, the 
Penn State running back outran the en- 
tire Trojans defense on the field. Now, 
on the cusp of his junior season, Barkley 
must outrun that night, and himself. 


BARKLEY’S CALVES ARE colossal, the size 
of canned hams. “They've just ... very 
different from most calves,” says Dwight 
Galt, Penn State’s strength coach, which 
helps explain why, since the age of 8, 
give or take, Barkley has dabbled in the 
art of the absurd. 

He once knocked a grown man off his 
feet in his first year of youth football. 
The man was his assistant coach, and 
when he held out that tackling pad, Bar- 
kley rushed forward and boom! The guy 
crumpled to the ground like he didn’t 
have 100 pounds and 2 feet on Barkley. 


“I wish I’d bought myself a camcorder,” 
says his father, Alibay, because Barkley’s 
absurdity didn’t always have witnesses 
like it does today. 

Akeel Lynch saw it firsthand in 2015. 
Two games into his collegiate career, 
Barkley soared over a Buffalo defender, 
his feet pedaling the Beaver Stadium air. 
He stuck his landing, then rumbled for 
10 more yards. Lynch, the Nittany Li- 
ons’ rushing leader at the time, knew 
what Barkley’s gymnastics meant. “Ah, 
damn,” he thought. “It’s time for me to 
transfer.” (He did, to Nevada.) 

Trace McSorley saw it all last season, 
even when the Nittany Lions quarter- 
back wasn’t really supposed to. After he 
hands off, his coaches ask him to carry 
his fake a full 5 yards beyond the line, 
but sometimes McSorley can’t help but 
stop and stare as Barkley runs. “It gets 
me in trouble a little bit,’ he says. 

The NFL sees it too. At the combine 
in March, heading into a draft rich with 
running back talent—Leonard Four- 
nette, Christian McCaffrey, Dalvin 
Cook, for starters—scouts whispered 
Barkley’s name as a top-five pick in 
2018. “I’m trying to think who I could 
compare him to,’ an NFL scout says. 
“Like Barry Sanders.” 

Penn State head coach James Frank- 
lin, on the other hand, says Barkley is 
a Frankenstein running back, a nifty 
refrain he trots out often. “If you had a 
list of desirable traits and put them all 
in one player, Franklin says, “he’s what 
you'd get.” And that Rose Bowl touch- 
down? It’s his Frankenstein play, a 
neatly bundled 17-second package of 
Barkley’s best qualities: speed, burst, 
agility, vision. 

Barkley had run for 2,378 yards and 
23 scores in 24 career games at Penn 
State before the Rose Bowl touchdown 
became the subject of forensic analysis. 
He forced 55 missed tackles last year 
alone, most among returning backs. 
Still, the axis of Barkley’s universe 
tilted in Pasadena. “Now there’s legiti- 
mate conversation about him being the 
best running back in the country,” 
Franklin says. 
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Who needs a great offensive 
line? Saquon Barkley 
shines despite iffy blocking 
from the PSU front. 


Barkley has been stopped at 
or behind the line on 23.6 
percent of attempts, most 

among eligible FBS backs over 
the past two years. 
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And yet... 


80 of Barkley’s 454 attempts 
have gone for 10 or 
more yards, fifth best in the 
Power 5 since 2015. 
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BEFORE HE WAS a 5-foot-11, 230-pound 
specimen, before he found viral fame 
power-cleaning 405 pounds, before he 
became the focal point of Penn State’s of- 
fense, Barkley was really just a collection 
of physical insecurities. 

He used to run out of the room, hurt 
when his siblings teased him for being 
short, and for using a pacifier until he 
was 5, and for the way that pacifier 
shaped his mouth into an oval. He would 
skip squat day in high school, feigning 
back pain, to avoid the weight room, 
where he still doubted himself. He split 
reps his first two years at Whitehall High, 
breaking through only after an injury to 
the Zephyrs’ starter. 

Even after his two years at Penn State, 
there’s not much distance between Bark- 
ley and those insecurities, which is per- 
haps why he seems sheepish about all the 
sudden fuss. “It’s almost like Saquon is 
naive to how good heis,” Franklin says. 

But the word is out elsewhere. Barkley 
has landed on practically every Heisman 
oddsmaker’s shortlist and remains Mel 
Kiper Jr.’s top-ranked eligible running 
back for next April’s draft. 

That’s the power—and danger—of a 
play like Barkley’s Rose Bowl run. 

In 2013, Jadeveon Clowney was a South 
Carolina sophomore when he ripped a 
Michigan running back’s helmet off via a 
bone-rattling tackle in the Outback Bowl. 
The hit was rechristened The Hit, and 
Clowney—and his legend—grew for the 
next 16 months. The long coronation of 
the Next No. 1 Pick, it turned out, proved 
treacherous. He spent his third year in 
Columbia struggling through double- and 
triple-teams. Worse, after the Texans 
made him the top pick of the 2014 draft, 
he spent his first two years in the league 
branded as an injury-plagued bust. Last 
season, though, Clowney cashed in his 
first Pro Bowl appearance. 

Which raises the question: Can such a 
freakish highlight become an unfair bur- 
den? “It doesn’t impact me at all,” Barkley 
says of his famous run. “Except now it’s 
expected every single time. There will be 
plays where you've got to just lower your 
shoulder and get 1 yard.” 
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LATE LAST OCTOBER, two months be- 
fore the Rose Bowl, Barkley burst up 
the right sideline against Purdue 
and, with nary a defender within 5 
yards, cruised into the end zone. He 
sprinted for 81 yards—the longest 
rush of his career—then ran straight 
to Charles Huff, Penn State's running 
backs coach. 

“Coach, if I went out of bounds on! 
the 1-yard line, would you have been! 
mad?” asked Barkley, who said he 
wanted to give one of the other backs 
achance to score. 

“Yes,” Huff told him. “I would 
have.” 

Those in his orbit say Barkley is so 
nice and self-effacing it borders on 
pathological. But it’s not for lack of 
reassurance. 

“Let them know youre a god, Ali- 
bay tells his son before every game. 
“Don’t be ashamed of it.” 

Humility is fine, his parents say, 
but owning who you are is every- 
thing. Alibay, 48, and Tonya Johnson, 
4.6, have always chosen to be candid) 
about their past. “Raw honesty,” 
Tonya says. “They know everything.” 

Barkley knows that his father 
spent a year at Rikers Island for a 
gun charge as a teenager. He knows 
that the moment his mother de- 
cided she couldn't live in the Bronx 
anymore was when drug dealers 
took over her family’s apartment 
building and wouldn’t let them in- 
side. He knows that after they left 
New York for Pennsylvania when he 
was about 3 or 4, his family was left 
homeless for over a year and had to 
scatter—his younger brother and 
sister living with his parents at a 
relative’s house; he and his older 
sister, Quona, at a neighbor’s; his 
older brother with a friend—and 
that even once they did manage to 
find a home in Allentown, the mice 
and the bugs and the crime didn’t 
feel all that different from the place 
they left behind. 

“We could have just stayed in the 
Bronx,’ Alibay says. 
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Just this past year, Alibay was ar- 
rested in Allentown after he says he 
was stunned with a Taser and forci- 
bly removed from a public bus. He 
paid for an all-day bus pass, he says, 
but the driver insisted he hadn't and 
called police to defuse the situation. 
Alibay says that officers destroyed 
his ticket before accusing him of 
theft. (Charges were dismissed 
against Alibay, and he’s currently su- 
ing the bus company and police de- 
partment for discrimination and 
excessive force.) “If you feel you are 
being treated unfairly in any situa- 
tion,’ Tonya wants her son to know, 
“you speak up. Have a voice.” 

It doesn’t elude Barkley that Ali- 
bay—the person who always told 
Barkley to learn from his mistakes, 
to “try your best to be better”—still 
has battles to fight. Barkley declines 
to discuss the bls incident other 
than to say, “That’s myather, the 
person I’ve been working for my 
whole life. The way that Was han- 
dled, I feel sonié type of way about 
that.” He'd rather focus on what he’s 
learned from his father: “My dad al- 
ways told me, ‘Don’t try to be the 
next anybody, hesays. “Makepeople 
want to be the next you.” 


FIVE MONTHS REMOVED from Pasa- 
dena, Barkley settles into a black 
leather armchair in Penn State’s 
team meeting room. Summer train- 
ing camp is nine weeks away. He’s 
watched that Rose Bowl touchdown 
at least 10 times. 

“Sometimes you watch yourself 
and you think, ‘Oh, wow,” he admits. 

Barkley is prone to obsessing over 
football. On his second day on cam- 
pus two summers ago, he knocked 
on Christian Hackenberg’s door and 
asked the veteran QB if he could 
come back later that night to break 
down film. That same year, team- 
mates took to calling him “21 Ques- 
tions,” because Barkley wore No. 21 
in high school and exhausted them 
with an endless stream of queries. 

Then there’s his fixation with his 
rivals. He was ranked the 24th-best 
running back coming out of high 
school, which rankled him so much 


that one year later he could recite the 
name of every last recruit ahead of 
him, Franklin says. “I just become 
obsessed with players,” Barkley says. 

This summer that fixation has 
found a new focus: LSU’s Derrius 
Guice, the name most mentioned 
alongside Barkley’s as the nation’s 
best back. Still sitting in the black 
armchair, he brandishes his iPad. He 
asked Jevin Stone, Penn State’s video 
and highlight guru, to pull together 
Guice’s reel, and now he can binge- 
watch it anytime he wants. “I’m go- 
ing to break down his film,” he says, 
thumbing through his iPad, “and 
watch every single one of his runs.” 

Guice runs angry, a determination 
that Barkley makes after poring over 
clip after clip in the team meeting 
room and later in his off-campus 
town house. He wants to know 
where, exactly, he has to be to outrun 
the competition—whether that com- 
petition is Guice or just himself. 

As Barkley keeps scrolling, his 
compulsion guiding him from one 
Guice play to the next, you can prac- 
tically hear him say it, the words 
racing through his head like they 
did on a field in California just a few 
months earlier. Where is he? G 
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REINVENTING 
A HEISMAN 
WINNER 


At 19, he was the youngest 
winner ever. But in his quest 
to repeat, Lamar Jackson is 
starting from scratch. 


BY ANDREA ADELSON 


HOW HE ROSE 

The anointing of Lamar Jackson last 
season began simply enough: a de- 
signed run in Week 2, the Louisville 
QB cutting to his left. Then every- 
thing changed. As Syracuse’s Cordell 
Hudson approached, Jackson hurdled 
the 5-foot-11 corner for an absurd 
9-yard score. (Google it. Seriously.) It 
was his fourth TD of the first half. Af- 
ter the game, the sophomore’s Heis- 
man odds would spike from 100-1 to 
8-1. A 63-20 win over FSU in Week 3 
made him the Heisman favorite, a sta- 
tus he never relinquished. In a season 
in which he'd account for 51 total TDs 
and 5,114 yards, Jackson became the 
only FBS player in history to pass for 
more than 3,300 yards and rush for 
more than 1,500. 


HOW HE STUMBLED 

And then as fast as it was built, the nar- 
rative fell. In the final weeks of the 2016 
season—during ugly losses to Houston 
and Kentucky and a bowl loss to 
LSU—Jackson accounted for just five 
TDs and was sacked 22 times. “A lot of 
teams started bringing their safeties 
up,’ says Nick Petrino, Louisville’s QB 
coach. “Everybody was within 10 to 12 
yards of the line of scrimmage.” Those 
games took a toll on Jackson’s reputa- 
tion, and the whispers of Heisman re- 
morse grew louder. Now, coming into 
the 2017 season, the 20-year-old is not 
only not regarded as the country’s top 
returning player, he’s not even ranked 
as the top returning QB. 
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HOW HE’S COMING BACK 
And soit is that the reinvention of La- 
mar Jackson begins with, of all things, 
steak, egg and cheese burritos. 

As defenses began wising up to 
Jackson’s skill set, and as the porous 
Cardinals O-line wore down, it be- 
came obvious to Jackson and his 
coaches that the offense had to change. 
When he returned to school in Janu- 
ary, the coaches handed the 6-3 Jack- 
son a seven-point plan for reinvention. 
The key step in executing that plan: 
add 10 pounds. 

This required doubling Jackson’s 
calorie intake, thus those protein- 
filled breakfast burritos before work- 
outs. Another easy way to pile on the 
calories? Unlimited chocolate milk, 
another Jackson favorite. 

As he worked to put on weight, 
Jackson also committed to nailing the 
points of the reinvention plan: im- 
proving on progression reads, on sets 
in the pocket, on seeing the defense 
and understanding coverages; identi- 
fying and managing blitzes; throwing 
the ball away more quickly; securing 
the ball; and getting to 100 percent on 
run reads. 

To hear his coaches tell it, Jackson 
has taken to it all with gusto. When 
fall practice opened, he weighed in at 
212 pounds—nearly 30 pounds heavi- 
er than when he arrived as a freshman 
in 2015 and 7 pounds heavier than 
last season. His strength and speed 
improved as well: a career-high 295 
pounds on the bench press and a ca- 
reer-low 4.34 40. During one drill in 
practice, a chip on his arm clocked his 
velocity around 70 mph when he 
threw the ball, the highest reading 
he'd ever gotten. “I’d like to think that 
weight gain has something to do with 
it,” says Joe Miday, Louisville’s head 
strength and conditioning coach. 

The reinvention, of course, is still 
in progress. And skeptics will re- 
main—until proved wrong. 

“They feel how they want to feel,” 
Jackson says. “I just like to make them 
change their mind.” 
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Allstate @ | AFCA 


Each year, Allstate and the American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) honor a select 
group of student-athletes for their commitment to enriching the lives of others while 
contributing to the greater good of society. 


The 22 young men named to the 2017 Allstate AFCA Good Works Team® will be announced in 
September and fans are encouraged to vote for the team captain at that time. 


WHEN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER, GOOD THINGS HAPPEN. 
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SNAP SHOT: MESH 
UNDERNEATH VS. PSU 


_ USC lines up with three WRs 
flanked on Darnold’s left. - Penn 
State rushes only three, dropping six 
into coverage in two-deep zone. 
Darnold drops back, holding the ball 
for 3.5 seconds. © Slot receiver 
Deontay Burnett cuts behind 
coverage but far enough away from 
the free safety, leaving Darnold room 
to throw the inside post route. — 
PSU’s strong safety doesn’t pull the 
trigger, while Darnold throws over 
the outstretched arms of a trailing 
linebacker. Pinpoint accuracy = TD. 
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Good thing college 
football’s top 
quarterback performs 
best under pressure, 
because Sam Darnold 
has returned USC 

to LA’s most glaring 
spotlight. 


BY MOLLY KNIGHT 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY DYLAN COULTER 
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It is 2002, and one moment the 
5-year-old is splashing in the water on 
his boogie board, and then he isn’t. 
His mother, Chris, and his 8-year-old 
sister, Franki, are enjoying a sun- 
kissed summer day at their favorite 
spot, Linda Lane, near their home in 
Capistrano Beach, California, and 
they don’t notice Sam paddling out 
into the ocean on his own or the rip 
current that sneaks up and pulls him 
some 200 yards out into the Pacific. 
The waves swell to 6 feet, and Chris 
realizes Sam has been drawn out to 
sea with no reasonable way to safety. 
She sprints to the nearest tower and 
pleads with a lifeguard to dive in after 
her son, pointing to a speck on the wa- 
ter. “He looks huge for his age, but he’s 
only 5!” she screams. 


The lifeguard tries to calm her 
while he assesses a set of waves and 
the mess the boy has gotten himself 
into. “Let’s just wait and see if he can 
catch one of those and ride it in,” he 
says. Each second feels like 60. But 
soon, a giant wave forms behind the 
little redhead on the bright yellow 
boogie board. Mom holds her breath 
as it crests. He catches it and bounces 
along the whitecaps all the way onto 
shore. His panicked mother runs to 
him in tears. Her boy stands and looks 
at her, then heads back into the water 
with a devilish grin on his face. 


THOUGH HEIS still not yet old enough 
to legally drink a beer, Sam Dar- 
nold’s legend already burns bright, 
even by Hollywood standards. As a 
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when to shut up.” 
SAM DARNOLD 


best I’ve seen in years.’ 
Between now and the draft, stories 
ill be told about Darnold’s future as 
a franchise-saving quarterback. Jets 
and Browns fans will stay up past 
heir bedtimes to watch him torch 
defenses on the West Coast. We'll all 
marvel at his ability to keep a play 
alive when everything goes sideways, 
and scouts will shake their heads in 
disbelief when his most accurate 
hrows come off his back foot while 
e scrambles for his life. If the hype 
hat surrounds his playmaking abil- 
ity translates into a decade-plus NFL 
career, his smile that never needed 
braces will grace countless magazine 
covers and ad campaigns. 
So remember Darnold in this mo- 
ent, on a sweltering afternoon in 
id-July, when he ambles downstairs 
o the basement of the John McKay 
Center on USC’s campus in full uni- 
orm, notices half a dozen crew mem- 
bers setting up a fluorescent tunnel for 
im to run through for the photos ac- 
companying this article, stops dead in 
is cleats and asks a USC PR person: 
“This isn’t for me, is it?” As he stands 
nder the hot lights flipping a football 
back and forth between his fingers for 
he photographer (Helmet on! Helmet 
off! Now throw off of one foot! Now act 
like youre being chased! Smile! Don't 
mile!), one of his favorite receivers 
alks up and takes in the spectacle. 
“Sam deserves all of this,” Deontay 
Burnett says. “He’s just a good person.” 
For the circus that surrounds USC 
ootball, this is no small detail. The 
subtext of all the Darnold stories told 
his year will be whether a quiet, seri- 
ous kid whose plumber father drives 
he same pickup truck he’s had since 


redshirt freshman last season, Dar. 
nold took over as USC’s starting 
quarterback and rallied a reeling 1-3 
team to nine straight wins, including 
a Rose Bowl victory. Now the Trojan 
faithful look to him to lead the tea 
to its first national title in 13 years, a 
saga that just might include hi 
hoisting the Heisman Trophy and 
sitting alone atop every NFL team’s 
draft board come April. 

“He's the best college quarterbac 
I’ve seen at anticipating since Andre 
Luck,” says Stanford’s David Shaw, 
who coached Luck in college and isn’t 
prone to hyperbole. “When you evalu- 
ate quarterbacks who can play at the 
next level, you're looking for guys who 
can see a play before it happens and 
get the ball out of their hands quick. 
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“A lot of people in the media get 
bored interviewing me, but I’m 
fine with that. I'd rather be that 
guy than the guy who’s kind of 
a loudmouth and doesn’t know 


mother teaches PE at the middle 
school he attended is the right man to 
lead USC back to the pinnacle of col- 
lege football after the train wreck of 
the past eight years: five head coaches, 
three athletic directors, dozens of 
scholarship losses, a postseason ban, 
one coach fired on a tarmac and an- 
other fired on his way to rehab. 

The truth is, it’s impossible to tell 
Sam Darnold’s story without begin- 
ning in the water. Though he left 
Capistrano Beach two summers ago 
for Los Angeles, some 60 miles north, 
the calmness he picked up on the 
sand remains, like the freckles on the 
bridge of his nose. 

Consider the play Darnold deems 
the best of his life so far: In the first 
quarter of USC’s game against cross- 
town rival UCLA last season, the Tro- 
jans and Bruins are tied at 7, and USC 
faces a third-and-9 from its own 32. 
Darnold drops back to pass, and the 
pocket around him collapses, with 
three linemen in powder blue jerseys 
closing in. Somehow, he ducks out of 
the tangle of human limbs and sprints 
to his left, with Takk McKinley, a fu- 
ture first-round pick, on his heels. As 
Darnold plants his back foot and hurls 
the football downfield, McKinley 
knocks him to the ground. The ball 


val 


floats into the hands of Burnett for 12 
yards and a first down. 

Darnold practices throws like that 
on the beach in the offseason: The un- 
even sand keeps him off balance and 
offers a forgiving surface to fall on. He 
attributes his ability to stay composed 
when 300-pound men are chasing 
him to growing up a few football fields 
from the ocean. The water has a way 
of teaching you that panicking when 
large waves crash down on your face 
could spell your doom. The secret lies 
in figuring out howto improvise when 
you've got water up your nose. 


DARNOLD WASN’T MUCH of a talker 
growing up, so when he was 3, Chris 
took him to be evaluated by a teacher. 
The woman told Chris her boy was 
perfect; he was just quiet because his 
sister, Franki, did all the talking for 
him. As an adult, he remains an intro- 
vert, which is a noted bonus for any 
hotshot USC quarterback with per- 
manent access to a table at Delilah or 
Catch or any place staked out by 
TMZ. The chances he will end up on 
Snapchat in a hot tub with a Kar- 
dashian are next to nil. 

The week before the photo shoot, 
I meet Darnold for bottled water and 
a chat outside USC’s Heritage Hall, 
the building that houses the athletic 
department and serves as amuseum 
for the six Heismans and 11 national 
championships won at the school. 
He offers me a gentle warning. “It 
takes me awhile to warm up to peo- 
ple sometimes,” he says. “A lot of 
people in the media get bored inter- 
viewing me, but I’m fine with that. I’'d 
rather be that guy than the guy who’s 
kind of a loudmouth and doesn’t 
know when to shut up.” 

USC linebacker Cameron Smith 
finds his roommate’s quiet intensity 
unintentionally hilarious. “He’s the 
most competitive person I know. 
We'll play beach volleyball, and he’s 
like sweating, diving, sand all over 
him,” Smith says. 

Volleyball runs in the family; Franki 
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“HE’S THE BEST COLLEGE 
QUARTERBACK I’°VE 

SEEN AT ANTICIPATING 
SINCE ANDREW LUCK.” 
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played at Rhode Island. A few years 
ago, while she was home for the sum- 
mer, she entered a coed tournament 
in Manhattan Beach. When her regu- 
lar partner bailed, Franki recruited 
her 16-year-old brother. She asked the 
tournament director to cut them some 
slack since Sam had never played 
competitively. But when Sam served 
ace after ace, the director became furi- 
ous and called every minor transgres- 
sion, assuming Franki had sand- 
bagged him. Team Darnold still made 
the tournament playoffs. 

That innate athletic ability goes 
back generations. Chris’ father, Dick 
Hammer, played for the USC basket- 
ball team in the 1950s and played vol- 
leyball for the U.S. Olympic team in 
1964. A firefighter, Hammer supple- 
mented his income with acting work. 
(He became one of the original Marl- 
boro men.) “He never thought of him- 
self as a big shot, and my son never has 
either,’ Chris says. Hammer passed 
away when Darnold was 2, but it didn’t 
take long for his parents to see that 
their son was just like his grandfather, 
a man of few words who excelled at 
every sport he tried. Whenever young 
Sam made a great play on the court or 
on the field, his parents would joke 
that it’s “the DNA.” 

His competitiveness seemed hard- 
wired too. When Darnold was 5, his 
father, Mike, signed him up to play 
basketball at the Dana Point Commu- 
nity Center. It was a disaster. No oth- 
er kids on his Warriors team seemed 
to understand the rules. “When a kid 
from the other team would mess up 
and break a rule,” Mike says, “Sam 
would stop and go out of bounds and 
ask for the ball, then throw up his 
hands in disgust when the referees let 
the kids play on.” After that first game, 
Sam sulked the whole ride home in 
Mike’s truck. 

At San Clemente High, he moved 
from receiver and linebacker to start- 
ing quarterback his junior year but 
suffered a foot fracture that wiped out 
most of his season and, with it, his 
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best chance to impress college scouts. 
So after his foot healed, Darnold suit 
ed up for the Tritons’ varsity basket 
ball team and was named the Sea 
View League MVP. 

His football coach, Jaime Ortiz, 
didn’t have much film of Darnold at 
quarterback, but he sent out tape of 
him playing basketball to recruiters. 
Clay Helton, USC’s quarterback 
coach and offensive coordinator at the 
time, was intrigued by Darnold’s visio 
on the court but wasn’t sure he had a 
spot for him at USC, which alread: 
had future NFL QB Cody Kessle 
locked in as its starter and blue chip 
Max Browne and Ricky Town ready to 
back him up. Any doubts were erased 
when Darnold showed up at a USC 
summer camp after starring all spring 
in football clinics. With all of five hig 
school starts at quarterback under hi 
belt, he wowed his way to ascholarship. 


DARNOLD COMMITTED TO a USC pro 
gram in disarray. After Pete Carrol 
left for the Seattle Seahawks following 
the 2009 season, USC floundered try: 
ing to recapture his two-title magic, 
nostalgia serving as the gateway drug 
to amnesia. Yet Darnold wasn’t de 
terred by the NCAA sanctions heaped 
on USC from the Reggie Bush years, 
or the midseason firing of Lane Kiffi 
the year before, or the open secret that 
the coach at the time, Steve Sarkisian, 
was struggling with what would tur 
out to be an alcohol addiction. Dar 
nold had grown up in a USC house 
hold, going to games and watching 
Bush and Matt Leinart. Besides, he 
had bonded with the buttoned-do 
Helton, who had looked him in the eye 
and said the starting quarterback job 
would be earned by the best player. 

Just weeks after Darnold arrived 
on campus, Sarkisian showed up 
drunk to a booster event and deliv 
ered a profanity-laced speech. A fe 
weeks later, he boarded a plane fo 
rehab in Utah and was fired before he 
landed. When asked about the up 
heaval of his redshirt season, Darnold 


50 ESPN 09.04.2017 


THE USUAL SUSPECTS 


Betting on QBs for the Heisman is a no-brainer: Those glory hounds 
have been bronzed 14 times since 2000, and cover boy Sam Darnold is the 
favorite (9-2) in 2017. Here are his rivals from a deep QB class. 


BAKER MAYFIELD 
Oklahoma, Sr. 
Heisman odds 10-1 


Already twice a top-four 
Heisman placer, Mayfield 
leads all returning FBS 
QBs with an 86.5 career 
Total QBR. 


ilk 


2016 completion 
percentage [led FBS) 


J.T. BARRETT 
Ohio State, Sr. 
Heisman odds 12-1 


The school’s first 
three-time captain is 
just 1,166 yards shy of 
Art Schlichter’s OSU 
career passing record. 


Career 
total TDs 


JAKE BROWNING 
Washington, Jr. 
Heisman odds 15-1 


The Pac-l2’s offensive 
player of the year 
returns with hopes of 

a repeat trip to the 
College Football Playoff. 
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Red zone QBR 
last season 
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Heisman odds 10-1 


The reigning Heisman 
winner contributed a 


whopping 74 percent Total TDs 
of Louisville's offense last season 
in 2016. 


DEONDRE FRANCOIS 
Florida State, So. 
Heisman odds 15-1 


Francois has played like 
a veteran from his very 
first start, a historic 
22-point comeback 

vs. Ole Miss in 2016. 


dal 


Passing yards [led 
FBS freshmen) 
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MASON RUDOLPH r 
Oklahoma State, Sr. 
Heisman odds 20-1 


The owner of 11 team 
records, he might wind 
up as the most 
accomplished QB in 
school history. 


TD/INT ratio in 2016 
(led Power 5) 


Odds courtesy Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


shakes his head and sighs. “It was 
crazy,’ he says. “What was even cra- 
zier is there were guys on the team 
who had dealt with it before with Kif- 
fin. I was like, ‘Whoa, this is insane’ 
And there were seniors who were like, 
‘Eh, no big deal, it happens.” 

Helton took over as interim head 
coach, and the team went 5-4 the rest 
of the way. His interim label was re- 
moved after USC rolled past UCLA 
40-21 in the penultimate game of the 
regular season. The move gave a 
group of 18- to 21-year-olds what they 
needed most: stability. 

As a redshirt freshman in Septem- 
ber 2016, Darnold watched from the 
bench as USC swaggered onto the 
field against Alabama, took a3-0 lead, 
then gave up 38 unanswered points. 
That 52-6 shellacking was the worst 
season-opening loss in USC history. 

Darnold came off the bench and 
threw two touchdown passes against 
Utah State the next week. In the third 
game of the season, at Stanford, the 
Trojans were sputtering, trailing 27- 
10 late in the fourth quarter. Helton 
sent Darnold onto the field, and Bur- 
nett ran a double move with a line- 
backer tight on his hip. Darnold slid 
up the pocket, stepped over a defend- 
er and threw for a 28-yard gain. “As 
soon as I stuck my foot in the ground 
and looked up for the ball, it was just 
right in my hand,” Burnett says. Nei- 
ther team scored the rest of the way. 
USC dropped to 1-2. On Sunday, Hel- 
ton told Darnold he was starting the 
next week, at Utah. 

His first start was a heartbreaker, 
as the Utes scored with 16 seconds 
left to win 31-27. Darnold rushed for 
a TD but threw for none. Leinart 
reached out to him afterward. “I 
asked him for tips on how to step in 
as a redshirt freshman and lead a 
group of seniors who are kind of lost,” 
Darnold says. “USC hadn’t been 1-3 
in forever, and the team maybe had 
negative thoughts in their head. I 
know I did.” Leinart encouraged him 
to stay calm, remain levelheaded. As 
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FABULOUS 
FROSH 


Darnold took USC’s 
starting job in Week 4 
and was instantly one 

of the country’s 
elite QBs. 
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Darnold recalls, “He basically said to 
continue being myself because, in my 
darkest moments, that’s who every- 
body’s gonna see.” Darnold and a few 
teammates called a players-only 
meeting after that game. “I told them, 
‘Hey, we can’t quit now.” 

Darnold’s teammates credit his 
ability to let go of the past as key to 
their success. “He's always optimistic 
about everything,” Burnett says. “I 
think of his mindset as the ‘next play’ 
mentality. Like, ‘Let’s go out there, 
let’s get ‘em, this is the drive.” 

USC ripped offnine straight wins to 
finish the season, capped with a thrill- 
ing comeback over No. 5 Penn State at 
the Rose Bowl, where Darnold threw 
for 453 yards and five touchdowns. 
With 1:27 left and the Trojans on the 
Nittany Lions’ 27-yard line, Darnold 
dropped back and threw a perfect ball 
between two defenders in a spot where 
only Burnett could catch it for the ty- 
ing touchdown. “The only way I can 
describe it is, I felt the grass in front of 
meandso did Deontay,’ he told report- 
ers. The Trojans won on a field goal. 

Darnold is feeling a lot of things 
heading into his third fall at USC, but 
pressure doesn’t seem to be one of 
them. He insists his heart was pound- 
ing against his pads during that final 
minute of the Rose Bowl. But that 
heart grew into itself in Capistrano 
Beach, so maybe it pounds a little 
slower than most. 


THE PAC-12 MEDIA DAY in late July is at 
the Hollywood and Highland retail 
center, situated amid the flood of tour- 
ists on the Walk of Fame. Each team 
brings its head coach, an offensive 
player and a defensive player to be in- 
terviewed. The Trojans choose Smith 
and his roommate, Darnold, who is 
dressed like a corporate intern in a 
gray USC polo shirt, khaki pants and 
the kind of brown shoes a young man 
might wear to church. During Dar- 
nold’s Q&A session, his pant leg creeps 
up to reveal black-and-white Vans 
socks covered in skateboards. 

At lunch, each team delegation sits 
outside at a picnic table with 10 chairs, 
and reporters are encouraged to join 
them. Nylon umbrellas brought in for 
shade instead trap the stifling heat. 
Many teams have open seats at their 
tables; at USC’s, 30 reporters jostle for 
seven seats, eager for Darnold’s sound 
bites about his expectations for this 
season. In the rare moments when the 
scrum turns its focus to Smith or Hel- 
ton, the usually unflappable Darnold 
alternates between rubbing his eyes 
and biting his nails. This is the hardest 
part of being USC’s starting quarter- 
back. Leading a game-tying drive in 
the final two minutes of the Rose Bowl 
as a redshirt freshman isn’t as chal- 
lenging for an introvert as talking to 
strangers in the middle of a mall. But 
he’s getting used to it. 

The pressure won't lessen if the 
year goes as expected and he decides 
to leave for the NFL. But he won’t 
make that decision until spring. He 
knows that if he goes, this is his only 
shot to bring the Trojans back to glory. 

When I asked him about that time 
he almost drowned when he was 5, he 
remembers the story a little different 
than his mother, insisting he was pet- 
rified. The waves were really big, and 
he was just a little kid. But he accept- 
ed that he was stuck in the situation 
until he could find an opening to 
scramble out of it. “When the next 
wave came, I was like, ‘OK,’” he says. 
“This is my opportunity.” G 
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JANUARY IN 
SEPTEMBER! 


With top-ranked Bama facing No. 2 FSU in Week 1, 
you won't have to wait for the championship to 
see an epic matchup. Three ESPN analysts break 


down the defensive showdown. 


BY ANTHONY OLIVIERI 


DESMOND HOWARD: This game 

will be determined by whoever can 
win the battle of the trenches. 
Based on what I saw a year ago, 
Alabama’s front seven will win 
because Florida State's offensive 
line has struggled mightily. 

RECE DAVIS: Handling defensive 
end Da’Shawn Hand will be the 
biggest challenge for that FSU 
O-line. He is poised to have a huge 
breakout season. 

JONATHAN VILMA: His role within 
the Bama defense is to be the 
center of attention. It’s going to be 
on him to be as aggressive as 
possible, not only just getting sacks 
and tackles but also making the 
running back go the other way 

or getting the QB to throw the ball 
quicker than he wants to. That’s 
what he needs to do early in the 
game to disrupt the FSU offense so 
he can demand those double-teams 
in the later quarters. 

DH: Hand requires that extra 
attention, which frees up his 
teammates because you've got two 
hats on Hand. 

JV: Last year Bama defensive end 
Jonathan Allen did things like line 
up over a tackle and then rush up 
the field and slant inside. Naturally, 
the tackle dove down with him, leav- 
ing one of the edge rushers open for 
the sack. Hand will have to do that 
if he wants to play a similar role. 
RD: It’s been hard for Hand to get 
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into the rotation at Alabama, but 
he’s a really talented guy who can 
be the three-down type of player 
Allen was. 

JV: When you have as much talent 
as the Tide, you don’t need to go 
into games with a complicated 
defense. I see Nick Saban catering 
to their strengths, which is less of 
an eight-in-the-box run defense 
and more about opening them up, 
finding a blitz package and then 
letting your players play some ball. 
But FSU has a ton of talent as well. 
RD: I think [FSU safety] Derwin 
James is as good as, if not better 
than, any defensive back in the 
country. He and Tarvarus 
McFadden, who had eight intercep- 
tions a season ago, make up a 
formidable secondary to go with 

a tremendous defensive front, 

guys like Josh Sweat, Brian Burns 
and Derrick Nnadi inside. That’s 
an intimidating defense. 

JV: If I were the FSU defense, I 
would sit back with seven and have 
James spy the QB. That would 
allow him to either rush Jalen 
Hurts if he runs or, if it’s third-and- 
long, to sit in center field and track 
his eyes. Hurts does not look off his 
receivers; he locks onto a target 
and throws. He struggles at times, 
and it benefits FSU to have James 
sit in the middle, play center field 
and be a game changer. 

RD: Having him back and healthy is 


Md. 


Bama’s rushing yards allowed 
per game last season, 
by far the nation’s best. 
Western Kentucky, with 
97.2 yards allowed, 
was a distant second. 


Combined sacks for the 
Noles’ top three returning pass 
rushers-Sweat, Burns and 
Nnadi-in 2016, when FSU 
was second in sacks behind, 
you guessed it, Alabama. 


| 


WATCH BAMA BATTLE IT OUT 
WITH FSU ON SEPT. 2 AT 8 P.M. ET 
ON ABC AND THE ESPN APP 


Alabama DE 
Da’Shawn Hand 
(top) and FSU 
safety Derwin 
James 


huge for Florida State. 

JV: But I don’t think James can 
give enough game-changing plays. 
Based off defenses, I would say 
Alabama has the upper hand 
because there’s more change on the 
FSU offensive line. 

RD: I'll give you two predictions: 
Alabama wins by three in what will 
be one of the better games of the 
season. But this won't be the last 
time we see Alabama-FSU; we'll 
see them again in the national 
championship game. 
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TOP 25 VOTERS 

Andrea Adelson, Edward Aschoff, Anthony Becht, 

Rece Davis, Heather Dinich, Dusty Dvoracek, Brad Edwards, 
Chris Fallica, Mike Golic Jr., Brock Huard, Chris Low, 

Tom Luginbill, Ivan Maisel, Ryan McGee, Adam Rittenberg, 
Mark Schlabach, Seth Walder 


THE TOP 20 


The ESPN preseason power rankings have a traditional feel: 
Nick Saban takes his customary spot at No. 1, while USC 
and Penn State return to life among the blue bloods. 


ALABAMA 
Nick Saban is 31-2 vs. active SEC head coaches in 
conference games. He hasn’t forgotten, Kevin and Gus. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Seminoles can overcome a loss to Bama and still make 
the CFP-but only if they can win at Clemson. 


OHIO STATE 
According to FPI, OSU’s toughest test is Oklahoma in 
Week 2-and the Buckeyes have a 77.2% chance to win. 


USC 
Heisman contender Sam Darnold returns, making the 
Trojans—and Clay Helton’s seat-cool again. 


CLEMSON 
Pretty-boy skill stars are off to the NFL, but nasty DLs 
Christian Wilkins and Dexter Lawrence look dang good. 


PENN STATE 
Yeah, you’re not the only one who forgot that the 
Nittany Lions actually won the Big Ten last season. 


OKLAHOMA 


New Sooners coach Lincoln Riley, 33, won’t have time 
for orientation with a Sept. 9 trip to Ohio State. 


WASHINGTON 
Huskies have to replace three starters in the 
secondary in a bid to return to the CFP. Still want Bama? 


WISCONSIN 
Paul Chryst has 21 wins in his first two years, same as 
Bret Bielema. Like Bret, he’s yet to win a Rose Bowl. 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
Mike Gundy is 50-and he just might be “the man” (with 
the million-dollar mullet) in the Big 12 this season. 
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AUBURN 
Tigers have a new QB (Baylor transfer Jarrett Stidham), 
a new playcaller (Chip Lindsey) but the same schedule. 


LSU 
All native son Ed Orgeron has to do to keep his job is 
beat Alabama. Let the good times, or his head, roll. 


MICHIGAN 
Note to Jim Harbaugh: Rich Rodriguez is the only other 
Michigan coach who started 0-3 against Ohio State. 


FLORIDA 
Notre Dame transfer Malik Zaire inherits a dynamic 
offense that scored 20 points or less six times in 16 


MIAMI 

Mark Richt should shine in the Coastal Division, the 
ACC’s version of the SEC East. 

GEORGIA 

Kirby Smart’s eight first-year wins don’t outweigh 
losses to rivals Tennessee, Florida and Georgia Tech. 


LOUISVILLE 
Has a reigning Heisman Trophy winner ever received 
less preseason pub than QB Lamar Jackson? 


KANSAS STATE 
Wildcats are a Big le dark horse in what 
could be 77-year-old Bill Snyder’s swan son 


From left: Washington's 
Jake Browning, 

LSU’s Derrius Guice, 
Michigan’s Rashan Gary, 
Florida State’s Derwin 
James and Oklahoma 
State’s Mason Rudolph 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
QB Quinton Flowers gives Charlie Strong a chance to 
be a New Year’s Six bowl crasher in his first season. 


VIRGINIA TECH 

Hokies might slide in Justin Fuente’s second season 
after losing top two QBs, plus depth at RB and WR. 
TCU 

Gary Patterson always bounces back, following four of 
his previous five-loss seasons with 10-win campaigns. 


WASHINGTON STATE 
We interrupt the Darnold/Rosen/Browning hype to note 
that Luke Falk is rewriting the Pac-l2 record books 


STANFORD 
The Cardinal believe junior Bryce Love (7.1 career ypc) 
is just as fast and elusive as Christian McCaffrey. 


TEXAS 
Tom Herman will have to survive October-K-State, OU, 
OSU-to make a good first impression. 


WEST VIRGINIA 
After a 10-win season, Dana Holgorsen sets loose QB 
Will Grier, a Florida transfer, on the pass-happy Big le. 
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AVERAGE TEAM 
FPI*: 11.8 
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Jalen Hurts & Alabama QB, So. 
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Lethal in a run-pass option, Hurts reads the tackle box and, with 
the right numbers, hands off. 2 He’s an RB who plays QB (954 yards, 
13 TDs rushing in ’16), so if the DE loses contain, Hurts keeps it. 

Caught hesitating? He dumps a throw into the flat. -BROCK HUARD 
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*The Football Power Index 
is a predictive measure of 
team strength that 
represents how many points 
a team is above or below an 
average FBS team. Division 
and conference projections 
are based on 10,000 
simulations of each team’s 
schedule, using FPI. 


Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Alabama DB, Jr. 


Fitzpatrick is an Antrel 
Rolle-type player: versatile, 
with exceptional ball skills. 
Witness: In his first two 
seasons in Tuscaloosa, he 
returned four interceptions 
for touchdowns, an 
Alabama record. That’s 
first-round, top-10 talent. 
-JONATHAN VILMA 


Even with just one national title in four years and a 6-6 
bowl record last season, the SEC remains the bell cow of 
college football (six FPI top-20 teams). And those guys in 
crimson, favored by FPI in every game of the Tide’s 11th- 
toughest FBS slate, are still the cream of the crop. 


FPI CHANCE TO WIN THE DIVISION 
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FLORIDA 
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ALABAMA 


AUBURN 


30.5% 
PROJECTED 
LSU CHAMPION 
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TEXAS A&M 0 
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0.4% 
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PHIL STEELE’S SURPRISE PICK 


The Gators are a non-top-10 team that could crack the 
playoff. With a deep stable of QBs and their best skill men 
(RB Jordan Scarlett and a talented WR corps) in 10 years, 

I project they jump from 23.9 ppg in 2016 to 33.9 this year. 


RED-LETTER GAMES 


9/2 Alabama vs. Florida State (Atlanta) (100*) 
9/9 Auburn f@ Clemson (97) 
11/25 Alabama fa Auburn (99) 


*Matchup quality (0-100 scale) ré 


(FPI) and how close the contest 


james based on team strength 
sted to be. 
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Sam Darnold USC QB, So. 
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The Trojans love the play-action pass with Darnold, and 
much of their quick game comes off inside-run action to 
hold underneath coverage. 2 His height (6-4), elite vision 
and rapid release are ideal to hit receivers on the quick slant. 

If the rush collapses, he is dangerous when scrambling: 
90.1 QBR outside the pocket, No. 2 in the Power 5. -B.H. 


Azeem Victor @ Washington LB, Sr. 


Victor is your old-school, 

ultrafast, ultra-active, 

ultraphysical linebacker, which is 

why he led the Huskies with 6.7 

tackles per game last year. But 
where he’s most valuable? With him on the field, UW excelled 
at stuffing the run with just five or six in the box. -J.V. 


The West will be wild, with six Pac-l2 teams in the FPI top 25, tied for most with the SEC. But it’s the trio of top-l2 
squads—Washington (No. 7 in FPI), Stanford (No. 11) and USC (No. 12), each led by a marquee QB-that makes this league 
the toughest call. Still, in this horse race, our money’s on the fast-paced Trojans (38.6 ppg in Sam Darnold’s starts). 
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USC 


UCLA 
19.8% 
COLORADO 
4.5% 
ARIZONA STATE 
1.8% 
ARIZONA 
1.3% 
UTAH 
0.4% 


50% 


PHIL STEELE’S 
SURPRISE PICK 


Game reps (the Cardinal jump 
from No. 122 on my experience 
chart last year to No. 49 in ‘17) 
and stoutness on D (my No. 2LB 

PAC-12 unit, No. 4 DBs) make Stanford 
PROJECTED a legit challenger to U-Dub in 
CHAMPION the North and a pick ’em when 
the teams meet on Nov. 10. 


36% 


RED-LETTER GAMES 
9/9 Stanford @ USC (90) 


11/4 Oregon f@ Washington 
(86) 


‘lie 11/25 Washington State 
J fa) Washington (86) 
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. Louisville stafs the Heisman winner, and Miami is recruiting 

like it’s 1989, but despite a gleaming 8-3 bow! record, 
the ACC is still ruled by titans FSU (No. 3 in FPI) and Clemson 
ei. «No. 6). Their Week 11 clash is the de facto title game. 
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+ A veteran O-line (89 career starts) and my No. 3-rated D-line, 
f, Landry is explosive and led by stud DE Bradley Chubb (10% sacks in °16), set the 
O oO plays with elite leverage. Wolfpack up for dominance in the trenches. They'll add to 
SNAP SHOT Tclicari He’s almost always last year’s seven-win total: NC State avoids Miami and 
underneath his blocker- Virginia Tech out of the Coastal and is a toss-up vs. Clemson. 
which is why, at 6-3, 250 
Jackson rides the mesh point with his running back, making pounds, he’s one of the 
the D hesitate and run side to side. 2 While in the cage, if nation’s most disruptive 
Jackson is allowed to accelerate through a crease, he’s one of front-seven forces: RED-LETTER GAMES 
the most dangerous threats in the FBS. 3 That’s why the Cards seven forced fumbles 9/2 Alabama vs. Florida State (Atlanta) (100) 
love this play in the red zone, where Jackson collected 15 of his and 16% sacks last year, 9/9 Auburn @ Clemson (97) 
21 rush TDs last season. -B.H. both FBS bests. -J.v. 11/11 Florida State f@ Clemson (98) 
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There’s Oklahoma and ... nine also-rans: At No. 4, the 
Sooners are the league’s sole top-15 rep in FPI. Sure, 
there’s intrigue elsewhere (TCU’s tendency to rebound 
after down years, Tom Herman’s UT youth movement), 
but OU has the clearest path to a Power 5 title. 
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PHIL STEELE’S SURPRISE PICK 


The Wildcats return 14 starters, the most in five 
seasons. That experience, plus my No. 19 D-line and No. 1 
special teams, will pay dividends against a mostly 
favorable schedule (OU and TCU at home). I peg the Cats 
as underdogs just once: at Oklahoma State. 


RED-LETTER GAMES 


9/9 Oklahoma @ Ohio State (98) 
11/4 Oklahoma f@ Oklahoma State (90) 
11/11 TCU f@ Oklahoma (88) 
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Baker Mayfield « Oklahoma QB, Sr. 
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70 

SNAP SHOT 


If DBs play off his receivers, Mayfield gets the ball out in a hurry 
on bubble screens (71 percent completion rate, tops in the FBS). 

With space, he dumps off in the catch-and-run quick game. 3 His 
back runs inside zone, so if OU has numbers in the box, Mayfield 
hands off. His post-snap decision-making is the best in the FBS. -B.H. 


* AVERAGE TEAM FPI: 6.9 


Dorance Armstrong Jr. 
Kansas DE, Jr. 


Armstrong isn’t as tough 
vs. the run as some other 
DEs, but at 6-4, 246, he 
has a long, explosive first 
step, and he'll rip into the 
backfield if you don’t get 
him on the ground. He 
amassed 20 TFLs in 2016, 
most among Big 12 
defenders. -J.V. 
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Saquon Barkley Penn State RB, Jr. 
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SNAP SHOT O e@ Barkley 


Barkley lines up in a wide split with his QB-a yard and a half or two 
apart-showing PSU’s stretch play and setting up a horizontal run. 2 The 
QB rides the mesh point with Barkley for an extended time. 3 Once he 
has the ball, the DEs must leverage Barkley or risk getting burned. His 
ability to start and stop and bounce outside is devastating. -B.H. 
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Tyquan Lewis 
Ohio State DL, Sr. 


Lewis’ skill set is 
ideal for Big Ten play: 
He penetrates the 
backfield (eight sacks 
in each of his past 
two seasons, both 
OSU highs), he 
demands double- 
teams and he disrupts 
and eliminates 

the zone-read by 
himself. -J.v. 


Three teams in FPI’s top 10-Ohio State (No. 1), Penn State 
(No. 8) and Wisconsin (No. 9)-can’t rescue the Big Ten from 
the Power 5 cellar. For one, there’s the stain of last year’s 3-7 
bowl record. For another, there are Rutgers and Purdue. The 
depth-plagued league is, once again, the Buckeyes’ to lose. 
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PHIL STEELE’S SURPRISE PICK 


This team could very well start 7-0: I favor Minnesota in every 
game but Oregon State (pick ‘em) in that opening stretch. If 
they do, the Gophers, led by seven returning offensive starters 
and one of the Big Ten’s best D-linemen in Steven Richardson, 
could host Wisconsin for the West title in Week 13. 


RED-LETTER GAMES 


9/9 Oklahoma @ Ohio State (98) 
10/28 Penn State f@ Ohio State (92) 
11/25 Ohio State f@ Michigan (95) 
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FPI CHANCE TO WIN CONFERENCE 


GROUP OF 5 PROJECTED CHAMPIONS 


all [| 


Equanimeous St. Brown Notre Dame WR, Jr. 


AAC CONFERENCE MAC MOUNTAIN SUN BELT 
> 4 p x wf - USA WEST 
x a pe 
| ~y 
eg ere | (x 
oO ft te. ae ae Sm 32.4% 22.9% 36.8% 40.0% 63.2% 
4 OO0000 Oo 
O O 
—— St. Brown SOUTH LOUISIANA TOLEDO SAN DIEGO APPALACHIAN 
O Oo FLORIDA TECH STATE STATE 
SNAP SHOT 
PHIL STEELE’S FBS INDEPENDENTS 
SURPRISE PICK PRESEASON FPI RANK 


The Irish look to isolate St. Brown as much as 
possible. 2 At 6-5, 203, St. Brown excels at the quick 
screen, slant and bubble screen, but ND wants to take 
its shots downfield. 3 He’s a stretch-the-field game 
changer: 15 catches of 20-plus yards last season. -B.H. 


1 


I think USF reps the Group of 5 in the 
New Year’s Six, but if the Mountaineers 
(14 returning starters) upset Georgia 
in Week 1, they'll be favored in their 
final 11 contests. They avoid three of 
the Sun Belt’s top five teams, including 
Arkansas State and Troy. 


Ed Oliver «a Houston DT, So. 


Oliver is Warren Sapp-like with his 
quickness off the ball. You see him back- 
door offensive linemen and get upfield; 
you see him grabbing players from behind 
for TFLs (22% in ‘16). And his disruption is 
versatile: He broke up seven passes last season, tied 
for third among FBS D-linemen. -J.V. 


RED-LETTER GAMES cA 
9/3 Georgia @ Notre Dame (85) 
10/21 USC f@ Notre Dame (85) 
11/25 Notre Dame fa Stanford (84) 
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Bama and the Buckeyes? Clear conference OHIO STATE CLEMSON 
favorites. Clemson and U-Dub? I like their 
reloads. So yeah, my 2017 final four is very 2016. 
With a twist: Ohio State wins it all. -BRAD EDWARDS celle 
WASHINGTON 
ALABAMA ALABAMA 
HERE’S WHO WILL WIN THE GAME’S BIGGEST TROPHIES, ACCORDING TO OUR PANEL OF EXPERTS. 
WINNER RESUME BIO OTHERS 
RECEIVING VOTES 
y The collective group is rolling with the 
2 Preseason FPI rank Tide as its 2017 national champ (sorry, Ohio State 
NATIONAL Alabama 11 Returning starters Brad). That'll make it three straight USC 
CHAMPION 5-2 Vegas odds to win* title-game appearances for Nick Saban’s Washington 
crew-and six in nine years. 
Darnold’s record-breaking Rose Bowl Saquon Barkley PSU 
86.2 QBR*™* outing (473 total yards) put him in the J.T. Barrett OSU 
aba i codeee” 3,086 passing yards Heisman driver’s seat, but he posted Nick Chubb UGA 
al 67.2% completion rate a 90-plus QBR in four of his first nine Deondre Francois FSU 
games as a starter too. Baker Mayfield 0U 
Since 2000, 14 quarterbacks have taken 
ae Josh Allen WYO 
DAVEY O’BRIEN 31 passing TDs home the Heisman-11 of whom nabbed F 
AWARD ae a 8.4 yards per attempt Davey O’Brien honors the same year. eee aie” 
Top quarterback Bou: 3 five-passing-TD games But if Darnald earns both, he'll be the F 
‘ Fj : Baker Mayfield 0U 
first Trojans QB to double dip. 
Behind a mediocre (at best) O-line, 
DOAK WALKER 106.9 rushing ypg Barkley surpassed 1,000 yards rushing A 
AWARD oe gig 22 total TDs in each of his first two seasons. Now cit eet 
Top running back eae Se 46 10-plus-yard rushes with a deeper, healthier unit clearing 
the way? He’ll run even wilder. 
Washington is the best receiver on the 
FRED BILETNIKOFF James Washington 106.2 receiving ypg best WR corps in the nation. QB Mason Christian Kirk TAMU 
AWARD Oklahoma State. Sr 10 receiving TDs Rudolph rejoins him in Stillwater, so Calvin Ridley ALA 
Top receiver es 23 20-plus-yard catches expect Washington to add to his 26 y 
career receiving TDs (FBS active leader). 
He’s returning from a lateral meniscus . . . 
CHUCK BEDNARIK Neral 91 tackles tear that sidelined him for the 2016 pear Shs echt Me 
erwin James 1 : arold Landry BC 
AWARD Florida State DB. So 9% tackles for loss season after Week 2, but when James is Ed Oliver HOU 
Top defensive player ia : 5 pass breakups on the field, he’s a big-play menace Christian Wilkins CLEM 
L (4% sacks, two forced fumbles in 2015). 


Panel: Andrea Adelson, Anthony Becht, Mack Brown, Brad Edwards, Hallie Grossman, Brock Huard, Tom Luginbill, Ivan Maisel, Greg McElroy, Ryan McGee, Mark Schlabach, Phil Steele, Joe Tessitore, Jonathan Vilma and Andre Ware 


*Odds as of Aug. 14, courtesy Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook. 
**All stats from 2016 except Derwin James’ (2015). 
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Clemson won the 
2017 CFP with 
a pick play that 
was perfectly 
legal ... right? 
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SNAP SHOT 
BY RYAN McGEE In an empty set, Deshaun Watson motions his RB to sniff out Bama’s man 


coverage-exactly what he wants. ~ Artavis Scott (inside slant) and Hunter Renfrow 
(underneath) time their releases, tangling DBs and leaving Renfrow open. 


OK, so here’s the rub. Uh, check that: 
The play that won the national cham- 
pionship was just that, a rub. Not a 
pick. Not a screen. Not offensive pass 
interference. Not even defensive pass 
interference. It was arub. Arub that, 
eight months later, continues to chafe 
those who dress in crimson and 
houndstooth, and one that continues 
to rub raw the nerves of those who 
make their living on the defensive 
side of the football. The play is contro- 
versial, running a route directly into 
the gray area of the rulebook. But it’s 
also effective. That makes it more 
than a pass play. It’s a think piece, and 
these days a lot of football people are 
giving it a lot of thought. 

For the record, it appears in nearly 
every playbook as “sprint right pick’ ... 
or, wait, is it “sprint right rub”? On 
Clemson’s hard drive, it’s titled Orange 
Crush. Even if, right after it was 
called, the quarterback who executed 
it said on live TV, “All we needed was 
a good pick...” 

“Ifyou walk into a football coaches’ 
conference and throw that play up on 
the big screen, half the room is gonna 
yell ‘rub!’ and the other halfis gonna 
yell ‘pick!’ and it’s going to be the of- 
fensive guys yelling rub and the de- 
fensive guys yelling pick,’ Clemson 
head coach Dabo Swinney says. “It 
was a dang touchdown is what it was.” 
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‘® | 


Incase you've forgotten, the rub, er, 
excuse us again, the play, was executed 
by Swinney’s Tigers with six seconds 
remaining in January’s College Foot- 
ball Playoff National Championship in 
Tampa, Florida. It was first-and-goal 
at the 2-yard line, and Clemson was 
down 31-28 to Alabama. QB Deshaun 
Watson stood in the shotgun, 5 yards 
behind scrimmage, at the 7. Watson 
was joined by running back Wayne 
Gallman, who jogged over in motion 
and took his place by the quarterback’s 
right side. That overloaded the wide 
half of the field, with legendarily di- 
minutive receiver Hunter Renfrow in 
the slot and not-much-bigger team- 
mate Artavis Scott split to the outside. 
Lined up across from Scott was defen- 
sive back Marlon Humphrey. Face to 
face with Renfrow was Tony Brown. 

Before the snapped football had 
reached his hands, Watson was al- 
ready moving toward that side of the 
field. At the same instant, Renfrow 
ran straight ahead toward the goal 
line and shifted his feet into a stutter 
step. That move signaled to Brown 
that the receiver would be popping 
outside once he got to the end zone. 
“He's a good player, so he knew where 
I was going and when I was going 
there,” Renfrow says now of the play. 
“And he was right. He knew where I 
was going. What he didn’t know was 
where Artavis was going.” 

Scott was in Hammerhead Corvette 
mode. He’d sold a slant left but then 
turned directly into Humphrey and 
started driving him into the black 
paint of the end zone. Humphrey was 
backward, awkward and—most im- 
portant—totally and completely in the 
way, “He wasn’t in my way,’ Renfrow 
remembers, watching the play on an 
iPhone with a grin as he sees himself 
throw his arms right, sidestep block- 
locked Scott and Humphrey, and use 
the goal line as atightrope. When Ren- 
frow swiveled his torso to look back, 
the football was already floating from 
Watson’s hands into his. Not until he 
had tucked the ball under his right 
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Patriots sell out to stop run, straight man-to-man with no help. 2 Unlike Clemson’s 
receiver, Jermaine Kearse (slot) fails to create congestion, leaving CB Malcolm Butler 
free to beat outside WR Ricardo Lockette to the ball. Interception. Worst. Call. Ever. 


arm, covered it with his left and looked 
up to see whether Brown was any- 
where nearby did the defensive back 
arrive to lay him out. Renfrow rolled 
by the feet of the head linesman, who 
was standing at the pylon, signaling 
touchdown and nothing else. 

“Now, when you watched this live, 
you immediately thought, ‘C’mon, ref, 
that was clearly a pick, and picks are 
illegal and everybody knows it,” says 
Tommy Tuberville, scrolling the play 
back and forth on a laptop. Before he 
was head coach at Ole Miss, Auburn, 
Texas Tech or Cincinnati, and long 
before he was an ESPN analyst, Tubs 
was a career defensive coach anda free 
safety at Southern Arkansas. So one 
might excuse the reflexive grimace 
as he continues his analysis, using his 
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finger to trace Brown’s stumble, left 
turn, near miss of backpedaling 
Humphrey and unwitting circle route 
that takes him a full 5 yards deep into 
the end zone while Renfrow never 
leaves the goal line. “This kid here, he 
wasn't picked out of the play. He was 
roadblocked. And a roadblock, it 
doesn’t touch you. It makes you drive 
the long way around. And driving the 
long way around will always make you 
late for dinner.” 

Wait just a dadgum minute here. 
By letter of the rule, a wide receiver 
can’t initiate contact when a forward 
pass is thrown. Can he block down- 
field if the ball is in someone else’s 
hands coming out of the backfield on 
arun? Yes. But he can’t doit on a pass- 
ing play. We've already established 
that Scott was pushing his man like a 
Tampa Bay tugboat. So in a goal-line 
situation, that’s got to be offensive 
pass interference or holding or some- 
thing, right? 

“Watch closely. He didn’t initiate 
that contact,” says Rogers Redding, 
the NCAA national coordinator of 
football officials. During his three de- 
cades on the field, Redding was hap- 
pily known as the king of the rules 
geeks. Though best known as a mid- 
field “white hat” referee, his career 
started as a downfield official, the guy 
charged with watching for the differ- 
ence between rubs and picks. “You can 
say that the defender initiated contact 
or that it was initiated mutually, but 
the offensive player did not initiate it.” 

It sounds complicated. Like a mo- 
ment that might eat an official alive, 
especially in that big of a game. But 
any official who's earned the right to 


the national title (and who happens 
to be the father of a certain sports 
writer whose work you are currently 
admiring). “You're talking about 
points either on or off the scoreboard, 
alot of times in a game-deciding situ- 
ation. But by the time an official sees 
that play, he’s already seen it on film 
hundreds of times. When he sees the 
formation, he knows what’s coming. 
He knows to watch those receivers.” 

But can’t we all agree that the re- 
ceiver’s intent was to create some sort 
of contact? That he was forcing his 
defender to make contact? The kind of 
contact that would create just enough 
chaos to take a defender out of the 
play? You know, kind of like a pick? 

“There's a big difference between 
‘intent’ and ‘initiate’, just as there’s a 
difference between a pick and ‘kind of 
likea pick, It’s a big difference, but it’s 
also a fine line,” says Lou Holtz, who 
was on the ESPN set on Oct. 18, 2014. 
That’s the night Florida State escaped 
a top-five matchup with Notre Dame, 
thanks in large part to an offensive 
pass interference penalty, a goal-line 
pick that erased a would-be game- 
winning TD with 13 seconds remain- 
ing. “Notre Dame had scored earlier 
in the game on what was essentially 
the same play. So what was different?” 
Holtz asks. “On the first play the re- 
ceiver blocked but then rolled out and 
threw his hands up and did avery nice 
acting job to remind everyone in Tal- 
lahassee that, ‘Oh, look, I’m a receiv- 
er!’ On the last play, the kid just put 
his head down and looked like an of- 
fensive guard. That’s how subtle it is. 
It’s really a cerebral thing.” 

Cerebral, as in psychology. While 


If You Own or Previously Owned, Purchased, 
or Received as a Gift or Customer Service 
Exchange Certain Sony Xperia Smartphones 
and Tablets, You Could Get Benefits from a 
Class Action Settlement. 


Para ver este aviso en espanol, visita www.XperiaWaterproofSettlement.com 
A proposed class action settlement has been preliminarily approved by a Court 
against Sony Mobile Communications (USA), Inc. and Sony Electronics, 
Inc. (collectively “Sony”) concerning certain Xperia smartphones and tablets 
(“Mobile Devices”) in Landes v. Sony, 2:17-cv-2264-JFB-SIL (E.D.N.Y.). 
Those included in the settlement have legal rights and options that must be 
exercised by certain deadlines. 


What is the lawsuit about? 
The lawsuit alleges that certain Mobile Devices are not waterproof and are 
not capable of ordinary underwater use. Sony denies the allegations and that 
the Mobile Devices are defective. The Court did not decide which side was 
right. Instead, the parties decided to settle. 


Am | included in the proposed settlement? 


Subject to certain limited exclusions, you are included if as of 
August 3, 2017, 


¢ You own(ed), purchase(d), or received as a gift or as a customer service 
exchange a Mobile Device that was 


e Manufactured, marketed, sold and/or distributed by Sony Mobile 
Communications (USA), Inc. in any of the fifty States, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico. 


The class includes persons, entities and/or organizations. 


The Mobile Devices are certain Xperia mobile smartphone and tablet 
models. For a specific list, visit the website, or call 1-844-367-8807. 


What does the settlement provide? 

The proposed settlement provides for: (1) a warranty extension for damage 
resulting from water intrusion by an additional 12 months for Mobile Devices 
that are still in-warranty and six months for those Mobile Devices that are out- 
of-warranty, both measured as of the date of the issuance of the Preliminary 
Approval Order; (2) changes to packaging, labeling and advertising intended 
for end users in the United States relating to “waterproof” or substantially 
identical terms to “water resistance” or its substantial and/or functional 
equivalent for Mobile Devices currently being sold by Sony or any newly- 
introduced models with certain IP ratings; and (3) a claim process for eligible 
Class Members who previously had timely claims for water-related damages 
denied by Sony for their in-warranty Mobile Devices in which Sony will pay 
50% of the at-issue Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price for the applicable 
Mobile Device. Class counsel will file a request for attorneys’ fees, costs and 
expenses, and Class Representatives’ awards to be paid by Sony. The motion 
will be posted on the website after it is filed. 


What are my options? 
Stay_in the Class and receive settlement benefits. You automatically 
receive a warranty extension but, if applicable, must submit a claim to 


receive reimbursement benefits. The deadline to submit Claim Forms is 
January 30, 2018. 


If you do nothing, you stay in the class and still get the warranty extension 
and other benefits, but will not be able to sue Sony or receive reimbursement 
benefits. 


You can exclude yourself if you don’t want to be part of the settlement. You 
won’t get any settlement benefits, but you keep the right to sue Sony about 
the issues in the lawsuit. You must mail to the settlement administrator your 
written request for exclusion postmarked by November 1, 2017. 


You can object to all or part of the settlement by November 1, 2017, if you 
don’t exclude yourself. The full notice describes how to obtain settlement 
relief, exclude yourself, and object. 


The Court will hold a fairness hearing on December 1, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. 
EST in courtroom 1020 in federal court, 100 Federal Plaza, Central Islip, NY 
11722 to (a) consider whether the proposed settlement is fair, reasonable, 
and adequate, and (b) decide the plaintiffs’ lawyers’ request for fees, costs 
and expenses of up to $1,000,000.00 and awards for each of the Class 
Representatives of up to $1,000.00. You may appear at the hearing, but you 
are not required to and you may hire an attorney to appear for you, at your 
own expense. 


For more information or a claim form call or visit the website. 


1-844-367-8807 
www.XperiaWaterproofSettlement.com 


Ally 


would be, Watson and Swinney were 
ready to run the ball. Co-offensive co- 
ordinator Jeff Scott disagreed. He was 
screaming Orange Crush. “Coach 
Scott ran in there and was really, re- 
ally passionate about throwing the 
ball and running the play we ran,” 
Watson recalls now. “We knew it was 
a low-risk pass because of the route. 
We knew even if we didn’t complete 
it, we'd have time for the field goal. 
And Coach knew they wouldn't be as 
aggressive on defense because of what 
had just happened. That DPI was go- 
ing to be in their heads.” 

Not only that, but Brown, the player 
being, um, picked on, had gotten away 
with a hard helmet-to-helmet hit ear- 
lier in the game. He knew he'd gotten 
away with it because Nick Saban’s staff 
had angrily said as much to the de- 
fender, who already had a bit of an 
ejection problem. “Anyone watching 
that game knew that kid was playing 
super aggressively,’ says NC State head 
coach Dave Doeren, alongtime defen- 
sive coach who was watching the CFP 
finale with five other head coaches 
during Coaches Film Room, part of 
ESPN’s MegaCast of the game. 
“They've given up 400-something 
yards, they've had to defend nearly 100 
plays, their back is against the wall and 
they're playing man-to-man defense. 
He’s so focused on his guy and so on 
edge, anything thrown at him that’s 
unexpected is going to throw him off 
balance. In this case, literally.’ 

See? Cerebral. You know who is su- 
per cerebral? The New England Pa- 
triots, who famously sniffed out a pick 
play that felt an awful lot like Clem- 
son’s outside toss to Renfrow to win 
the college title, except this was the 
Seattle Seahawks’ inside toss to Ri- 
cardo Lockette to win Super Bowl 
XLIX. At least, it was supposed to be. 
Instead, it was defended so well by 
corners Brandon Browner and Mal- 
colm Butler that coaches on all levels 
of football still study the film to, you 
know, pick Bill Belichick’s brain. Or 
the brains behind his brain. 
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In the weeks leading up to Super 
Bowl XLIX, Ernie Adams, New Eng- 
land’s football research director, had 
noticed how much Seattle head coach 
Pete Carroll and quarterback Russell 
Wilson loved to run the rub in goal- 
line situations. Carroll had used it 
successfully at USC with his battalion 
of humongous Trojan receivers, and 
Wilson had fallen in love with the 
scheme, which he likes to call “mesh 
routes,” playing in the tractor-pull of- 
fenses of Tom O’Brien at NC State and 
Bret Bielema at Wisconsin. Besides, 
if anyone has ever understood the ef- 
fectiveness of the rub, it’s the team in 
Foxborough. (See: Wes Welker, aka, 
the NFL’s Hunter Renfrow.) 

Adams had been adamant with 
Belichick that the pick would be Se- 
attle’s go-to in the red zone, so the 
coach had the Pats’ scout team run the 
play against Browner and Butler over 
and over in pre-Super Bowl practice. 
Browner picked it up quickly; Butler 
did not. Time and time again, he 


“I DON’T 
CARE WHAT 
YOU WANT 
TO CALL IT. 
IT WAS 

A DAMN 
TOUCHDOWN 
IS WHAT IT 
WAS.” 


found himself forced to circle the 
roadblock and being late for dinner. 
“The solution they came up with was 
pretty simple,’ Adams recalls now. 

“We decided we'd be the ones who 
did the initiating of contact,” Butler 
explains, chuckling. When Browner 
recognized the play coming, he tipped 
Butler and then lined up as close to 
the inside receiver, Jermaine Kearse, 
as the rules would allow. At the snap, 
Browner jammed Kearse so hard he 
made sure they stayed on the green 
side of the goal line. With no road- 
block to get around, Butler built a 
head of unimpeded speed toward 
Lockette, who was slanting inside to 
meet Wilson’s pass. Butler not only 
blasted the receiver to the ground but 
snatched the ball out of the air. 

“T think ever since that play, in that 
big of a game, there's been a little bit 
of nervousness among quarterbacks 
to run it,’ says Oklahoma State head 
coach Mike Gundy, who threw TDs 
via rubs in the 1980s and lives in a 
rub/pick crossfire in the video game 
offenses of the Big 12. “But I can tell 
you who wasn’t nervous to run it: 
freaking Deshaun Watson. What’s 
crazy is that the coach who defended 
it best is buds with the coach who 
needed to defend it last January.” 

He’s speaking of Saban. Yes, Saban 
is tight with Belichick. Yes, the re- 
spective greatest coaches of their pro- 
fession talk on a regular basis. Yes, 
they have discussed The Play. Both of 
them, actually. The one who won a 
ring and the one who lost a ring. 

“Bill calls it a pick. We call it a rub,” 
Saban growls. He points out that he’s 
plenty familiar with the concept. In 
2014, Bama ran a textbook rub to de- 
feat LSU in OT. Then he echoes an- 
other bud, Dabo Swinney: “I don’t 
care what you want to call it. It was a 
damn touchdown is what it was.” 
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THE GOOD, 
THE BAD AND 
THE MOODY 


Which fans are easiest to 
satisfy—and hardest to please? 
Glad you asked! We plotted 128 
college football teams based on 
two factors: preseason FPI, 
which projects team strength, 
and Fan Happiness Index, a new 
ESPN metric that ranks every 
fan base, from happiest (Ohio 
State) to saddest (Texas State). 
Here’s what we discovered. 


BY SETH WALDER 


ACC: Always Cheery Conference 
The conference of the reigning 

champs is also the cheeriest in the 
Power 5, with an average Happiness 
Index ranking of 43.4, though FSU- 

not Clemson-leads the pack. Meanwhile 
the Big Ten, despite Ohio State 

at No. 1, is the saddest, with a team 
average of 59.4. 


It just hurts more 

Alabama, Auburn and LSU have won SEC 
West titles since 2011 and all land in 
the top 33 for happiness. While the 
rest of the West teams also rank in the 
top 40 in FPI, their fans average 54.8 
spots lower in happiness. No one shows 
more disparity or despair than ASM 
(27th in FPI, 91st in FHI). 


Big fish, small pond 

Toledo (62nd in FPI) and Appalachian 
State (70th) are in the middle of 

the pack, but as conference favorites, 
their fans are in the top 20. 


Small fish, big pond 

Meanwhile, Michigan State (60th in 
FPI) and Boston College (69th) 
compare with Toledo and App State 
but have totally bummed fans, 

at 115th and 109th, respectively. 


Just happy to be here, man 

Four of the five newest FBS teams 
(Charlotte, App State, Old Dominion 
and Georgia State) rank an average of 
49.8 spots higher in FHI than in FPI. 
Georgia Southern fans are apparently 
already bitter (seven spots lower). 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW TO SEE THE COMPLETE 


FAN HAPPINESS INDEX WITH 
BREAKDOWNS BY 
TEAM, GO TO ESPN.COM 
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WHAT IS THE FAN HAPPINESS INDEX? 


The Fan Happiness Index captures a fan base’s level of satisfaction based on a variety of factors. These inputs 
include preseason FPI, performance in recent seasons against expectation, 2017 recruiting against 
expectation, 2016 revenue against expectation, strength relative to/performance against rivals, sentiment 

on Twitter and Phil Steele’s coach hot-seat scores. Index created by Tiffany Kelly. 
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FOUNDER OF SIERRA NEVADA BREWING CO. 


HOMEBREWED HERO 


There was no such thing as craft beer in 1980, so, with just a few thousand dollars and some used 

dairy equipment, Ken Grossman founded Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. The success of Ken’s award- 
winning ales propelled him from homebrewer to craft brewer. Today, Ken and his family still own 
100% of the company, one of the most successful independent craft breweries in America. 
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1 Dependability based on longevity: 1987-July 2016 full-size pickup registrations. 


